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In Brief
Cross-border 

drug trafficking
Imphal: The coordinated action 
of a joint team of Behiang Police 
and Assam Rifles led to the ar-
rest of four Myanmar nationals 
or their alleged involvement in 
drug trafficking in Churachan-
dpur district of Manipur, state 
police informed on Wednesday. 
Acting on intelligence inputs, 
the team intercepted a motorcy-
cle in the Behiang Police Station 
area and apprehended two in-
dividuals from Bualkot village 
after recovering 22 soap cases 
suspected to contain heroin. In 
a separate operation, two more 
persons were arrested from Be-
hiang village, with 44 additional 
soap cases of suspected heroin 
seized from their possession.
Police said the total quantity and 
value of the seized narcotics are 
yet to be determined, as the oper-
ations were carried out in remote 
areas.
Assam hospitality brand unveils 
Rs 800-crore NE expansion plan
Guwahati: Palacio Hospitali-
ty, a premium hospitality brand 
rooted in Assam, on Thursday 
announced the launch of its sec-
ond property in Guwahati. The 
new property at Paltan Bazar 
has been designed to cater to 
a wide range of guest needs, 
featuring        83 rooms across 
categories; over 6,000 square 
feet of indoor banquet space; a 
7,000 square feet rooftop venue 
and dedicated conference rooms 
and boardroom facilitiesWith 
this addition, the brand now op-
erates three properties overall 
— two in Guwahati and one in 
Alipurduar — marking a steady 
expansion of its footprint in the 
region.Alongside the launch, 
Palacio Hospitality unveiled a 
Rs 800-crore expansion road-
map, with plans to develop 10 
properties over the next decade, 
primarily focused on the North-
east while remaining open to 
opportunities across key mar-
kets in India.

Annual health check-up 
Guwahati: In a move towards 
strengthening social securi-
ty and occupational health, 
the Pan-India Annual Health 
Check-up Programme for in-
sured workers aged 40 and 
above of the Employees’ State 
Insurance Corporation’s (ESIC) 
was launched yesterday. 
The national initiative was for-
mally inaugurated by the Union 
Minister of Labour & Em-
ployment and Youth Affairs & 
Sports,  Dr. Mansukh Mandavi-
ya, from Delhi. 

Fresh Violence in Manipur
Imphal: Fresh violence was re-
ported from the border areas of 
Kamjong district in the early hours 
of Wednesday after suspected mili-
tants allegedly launched coordinat-
ed attacks on villages located near 
the Myanmar border. According 
to sources, the attacks took place 
around 2 am at Namlee Market and 
Choro village in Kamjong district. 
The assault is suspected to have 
been carried out by the KNA-B us-
ing drones, raising fresh concerns 
over the use of advanced tactics in 
the conflict-hit hill regions of Ma-
nipur.Sources said several houses 
were set on fire during the attack. 
However, no casualties had been 
officially confirmed at the time of 
filing this report.

Assam hospitality brand unveils Rs 800-crore NE 
expansion plan, opens second Guwahati property
Guwahati,  May 07: Palacio Hos-

pitality, a premium hospitality brand 
rooted in Assam, on Thursday an-
nounced the launch of its second 
property in Guwahati. 

The new property at Paltan Bazar 
has been designed to cater to a wide 
range of guest needs, featuring        83 
rooms across categories; over 6,000 
square feet of indoor banquet space; 
a 7,000 square feet rooftop venue 
and dedicated conference rooms and 
boardroom facilities

With this addition, the brand now 
operates three properties overall — 
two in Guwahati and one in Alipur-
duar — marking a steady expansion 
of its footprint in the region.

Alongside the launch, Palacio 
Hospitality unveiled a Rs 800-crore 
expansion roadmap, with plans to 
develop 10 properties over the next 
decade, primarily focused on the 
Northeast while remaining open to 
opportunities across key markets in 
India.

Strategically located in Guwahati’s 
central commercial and transit hub, 
the Paltan Bazar property is designed 
to cater to the city’s growing demand 
for quality accommodation, events, 
and curated dining experiences, driv-
en by increasing business activity and 
tourism.

Speaking on the occasion, Anup 
Poddar, chairman, Poddar Group, 
said: “Hotel Palacio is a brand that 
has been built in Assam, and that is 
something we take great pride in. 
Over the years, we have seen the 
Northeast evolve significantly — 
with rising aspirations, better con-

nectivity, and increasing demand for 
quality hospitality experiences. Our 
focus has been to grow alongside this 
change in a thoughtful and consistent 
manner.”

Our larger vision is to build Palacio 
into one of the most respected hospi-
tality brands to emerge from Assam, 
while staying rooted in the region’s 
identity and values.” 

“Guwahati has played a central role 
in our journey so far, and expanding 
within the city was a natural next 
step. Paltan Bazar, given its strategic 
location, allows us to cater to both 
transit and destination travellers, 
while strengthening our presence in 
the business and events segment,” he 
added.

Ankit Poddar, Managing Director 

and Chief operating Officer, Pod-
dar Group, said: “Our Rs 800 crore 
expansion roadmap reflects a long-
term, disciplined approach to growth. 
While the Northeast continues to be 
our primary focus area, we are also 
open to opportunities across other 
parts of India where we see the right 
alignment.”“We are building a model 
that combines owned assets with ho-
tel management agreements and lease 
structures, allowing us to expand in a 
flexible and sustainable way,” Poddar 
said.“With our upcoming projects, 
including the Hyatt Regency Gang-
tok currently under development, 
we are working towards building a 
well-rounded hospitality portfolio 
across segments and markets,” he 
added.

Guwahati, May 07: In a move to-
wards strengthening social security 
and occupational health, the Pan-India 
Annual Health Check-up Programme 
for insured workers aged 40 and above 
of the Employees’ State Insurance 
Corporation’s (ESIC) was launched 
yesterday. 

The national initiative was formally 
inaugurated by the Union Minister of 
Labour & Employment and Youth Af-
fairs & Sports, Dr. Mansukh Mandavi-
ya, from Delhi. 

This nationwide rollout was ob-
served simultaneously across 11 other 
ESIC hospitals, including the region-
al ceremony at ESIC Medical Col-
lege & Hospital, Beltola, Guwahati. 
The Guwahati event was graced by 
Member of Parliament Bijuli Kalita 
Medhi as the Chief Guest, alongside 
G.D. Tripathi, Principal Secretary, 
Labour & Welfare, Government of 
Assam.

Annual health check-up 
initiative for workers 
launched in Guwahati 

Imphal, May 07: The coordinated 
action of a joint team of Behiang Po-
lice and Assam Rifles led to the arrest 
of four Myanmar nationals or their al-
leged involvement in drug trafficking 
in Churachandpur district of Manipur, 
state police informed on Wednesday. 

Acting on intelligence inputs, the 
team intercepted a motorcycle in the 
Behiang Police Station area and appre-
hended two individuals from Bualkot 
village after recovering 22 soap cases 
suspected to contain heroin. 

In a separate operation, two more 
persons were arrested from Behiang 
village, with 44 additional soap cases 
of suspected heroin seized from their 
possession.Police said the total quanti-
ty and value of the seized narcotics are 
yet to be determined, as the operations 
were carried out in remote areas.

The arrested individuals have been 
identified as Thangsawmung (56), 
Kamkhenmung (56), Jhonmung (31), 
and HaukhuI (55), all residents of 
Chikha village in Myanmar.

Cases have been registered at Behi-
ang Police Station under the Foreigners 
Act and the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.

Further investigation is underway.
Former Manipur Chief Minister N. 

Biren Singh lauded the security forces 
for the achievement while stating that 
the arrests once again highlight how 
Manipur is being infiltrated by foreign 
illegal immigrants actively involved in 
drug trafficking.“While two of the ar-
rested individuals reportedly claim to 
be Indian citizens, all four are Myan-
mar nationals as per preliminary re-
ports,” Singh said.

Four held in Manipur for alleged 
cross-border drug trafficking

Arms and Explosives in Silchar 
Silchar: A joint operation con-
ducted by the Assam Police and 
the Assam Rifles led to the arrest 
of a husband-wife duo from Mani-
pur and the recovery of arms and 
explosives from a rented house at 
Tarapur 6th Block near Ramnagar 
in Silchar on May 7, officials said. 
Providing details of the opera-
tion, Additional Superintendent 
of Police (Crime) Rajat Kumar 
said the accused were tracked 
through mobile phone location 
data before being apprehend-
ed during an overnight raid. 

‘State Has No Role In CUET Centre Allotment’: Arunachal 
Minister Sona On Student Hardship

Itanagar, May 7:  Arunachal 
Pradesh Education Minister PD Sona 
has raised concerns over CUET exam 
centres allotted to students from the 
state being placed outside Arunachal, 
including in Assam and Manipur, with 
social media reports even suggesting 
centres in Pakistan and Kathmandu.
Digital News Platform 

“Last time also our students faced 
trouble when centres were assigned in 
Assam. I had sent letters to the Gov-
ernment of India but we did not get 
any positive response,” Sona said, 
adding that the state government will 
provide logistical support to students 
forced to travel outside Arunachal for 
the exams. He stressed that travel pos-
es difficulties for financially weaker 
families and noted parental worries 
over centres in Manipur given the 
ongoing conflict there. Sona said he 

had discussed the matter with Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu, who has also 
written to the Government of India 
to reinforce the request. “If it goes 
through the CM there will be more se-
riousness,” he remarked. 

The minister acknowledged that 
lack of facilities might be a reason 
for centres not being allotted with-
in Arunachal, but reiterated that the 
state government had already offered 
to provide necessary infrastructure. 
With CUET exams approaching, he 
admitted it was too late to reassign 
centres this year, but expressed hope 
that the issue would be resolved in fu-
ture. Clarifying that centre allotment 
is not under state jurisdiction, Sona 
said, “The public think it is done by 
the state government but the state gov-
ernment can’t do anything in it, every-
thing is decided by the central govern-

ment, Ministry of Education, only.”

Arunachal: 3 Held With heroin, Cash As East Siang 
Police Bust High-End Vehicle Drug Racket

Itanagar, May 7: In a 
major success under Op-

eration Dawn 2.0, East 
Siang Police busted a drug 

peddling network using a 
high-end vehicle and ar-

rested three persons with 
suspected heroin and cash 

at Silluk Village under 
Mebo Police Station on 

thursday, 7/5/26.Digital 
News Platform Acting on 
intelligence inputs about 
narcotics being moved 
from Roing towards Mebo, 
a police team led by IC 
ADS Shri Ayup Boko, 
APPS, laid a naka at Sil-
luk Market on May 6. The 
team included SI K. Tang-
ha, ASI R. Lowang, and 
constables Nong Tayeng, 
Thomas Panyang, Phin-
jo Kigar, Pankaj Bharali, 
Lukpe Tally, Karyom Ri-
ram and Guyi Siram 

During the operation, the 
team intercepted a Toyota 
Hyryder. In the presence 
of Executive Magistrate 
Smti Toimi Tagi, CO Mebo 
Sub-Division, a body and 
vehicle search was con-
ducted Police seized 21.4 
grams gross weight of an 
orange coloured powdery 
substance suspected to be 
heroin, four vials, two sy-
ringes, and cash amounting 
to Rs 75,700. The Toyota 
Hyryder used for transport 
was also seized. The con-

traband and other items 
were weighed, packed, 
sealed and documented as 
per legal procedure. The 
entire operation was vid-
eographed to ensure trans-
parency and procedural 
compliance, police said. 
All three accused were 
apprehended on the spot. 
The seized items and the 
accused were handed over 
to Mebo Police Station for 
further legal action. 

A case has been regis-
tered at Mebo Police Sta-
tion under Section 21(b) 
of the NDPS Act read with 
Section 3(5) of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita. Fur-
ther investigation is under-
way to trace backward and 
forward linkages of the 
network Superintendent of 
Police, East Siang, Pankaj 
Lamba, IPS commended 
the police team for the op-
eration and reiterated the 
district police’s zero-tol-
erance policy against drug 
trafficking and related of-
fences.



2
NE/EAST FRIDAY 08 MAY 2026

Northeast Chronicle    

Arunachal Pradesh: High-value Cordyceps 
mushroom discovered in East Siang

Dibrugarh, Apr 07: A highly valuable mush-
room, Cordyceps, has been discovered in 
Arunachal Pradesh’s East Siang district.

The mushroom exploration programme was led 
by Senpon Ngomle, Assistant Professor at the 
College of Agriculture (CoA), Central Agricultur-
al University (CAU), Pasighat, along with Yengk-
hom Disco Singh and P. Chattopadhyay.

Taking to X, Arunachal Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein wrote: “A groundbreaking discov-
ery from Arunachal Pradesh is drawing global 
scientific attention. Researchers from Central 
Agricultural University, Pasighat have identified 

the highly valued Cordyceps mushroom in East 
Siang, an occurrence that is both rare and scientif-
ically significant due to its presence at a relatively 
low altitude.” The discovery was made during a 
mushroom exploration programme led by Dr Sen-
pon Ngomle, Assistant Professor at the College of 
Agriculture, Pasighat under Central Agricultural 
University, along with Dr Yengkhom Disco Singh 
and P. Chattopadhyay.

“Widely known as ‘Himalayan Gold’, Cordy-
ceps is prized for its powerful bioactive com-
pounds like cordycepin and adenosine, with 
proven potential in boosting immunity, fighting 

inflammation, supporting metabolic health, and 
even aiding cancer research.”

“This discovery not only highlights the immense 
and largely untapped biodiversity of the region but 
also opens new pathways for advanced research, 
sustainable cultivation, and livelihood generation. 
A step forward for science, conservation, and the 
bioeconomy of the region.”

Extensive pharmacological and biomedical stud-
ies have demonstrated its therapeutic potential in 
cancer management, metabolic disorders, immune 
dysfunction, chronic inflammatory diseases, oxi-
dative stress, and tissue repair mechanisms.

THRC flags sanitation, infrastructure gaps 
in two Agartala schools

Dibrugarh, Apr 07: The Tripura Human 
Rights Commission has observed violations 
of students’ rights in two Agartala based 
schools based on reports submitted by stu-
dents of Tripura Government Law College 
interning with the Commission.As part of the 
internship, the students visited both schools 
and submitted a detailed report to the Com-
mission on the infrastructure available for 
students in the institutions.The reports relate 
to Prachya Bharati Higher Secondary School 
and Bijoy Kumar Girls’ Higher Secondary 
School, where visits were conducted be-
tween April 18 and April 21 under an intern-
ship programme of the Commission.“Certain 
conditions prevailing in the above-mentioned 

institutions appear to be in violation of the 
human rights of students,” the Commission 
said, describing the findings as serious and 
requiring immediate attention.The Com-
mission held discussions with the Director 
of  Subsequent reports from the departments 
and institutions were also examined.Accord-
ing to the findings, both schools are facing 
financial constraints affecting sanitation and 
maintenance. At Prachya Bharati Thakur vs 
Union of India and others delivered on Jan-
uary 30, 2026, which directed the provision 
of sanitary products, proper disposal systems 
and maintenance of sanitation facilities in 
schools, along with awareness programmes 
on menstrual hygiene.

Three rescued barking deer released 
at Keibul Lamjao National Park

Imphal, Apr 07: Three endangered barking 
deer, including a fawn, were rescued from res-
idential areas across Imphal East and Imphal 
West districts.The species is protected under the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, which prohib-
its hunting. Wildlife officials said habitat loss, 
fragmentation and poaching continue to threat-
en the animal’s population in the state.

The first rescue was carried out on Tuesday 
morning after an adult barking deer strayed into 
the residence of Thoudam Boinao at Uchiwa 
Mamang Leikai village near Loktak Lake in 
Imphal West district.Local residents Thoudam 
Ibomcha and Shagolsem Dinesh safely secured 
the animal before handing it over to forest offi-

cials. Later, another adult deer entered the Uchi-
wa Santhel area near Loktak Lake, prompting 
local residents and volunteers of the Unique 
Wildlife Protection Committee, Manipur, to 
launch a rescue operation.

Md Muphijuddin, president of Pole Star Club, 

Santhel Mamang Leikai, along with other local 
volunteers, helped rescue the animal without in-
jury.In a separate incident on April 27, a team 
from Yaingangpokpi Police Station rescued 
a fawn from the Sanasabi area in Imphal East 
district after receiving information from local 
residents. Officials said the rescue was carried 
out to prevent the animal from falling prey to 
poachers. Teams from the Mayang Imphal For-
est Beat Office, Kakching Range Forest, Hiyan-
glam Police Station and Keibul Lamjao Nation-
al Park Range-II later reached the rescue sites.
After administering first aid and examining the 
animals, forest officials released all three deer 
into Keibul Lamjao National Park.

Nagaland University study proposes GIS-based 
roadmap to tackle soil erosion in Northeast India
Dibrugarh, Apr 07: A new study by 

researchers from Nagaland Universi-
ty has proposed a GIS-based scientif-
ic framework to address the growing 
threat of soil erosion in Northeast 
India, warning that unchecked land 
degradation could severely impact 
agriculture, water resources, and 
ecological stability in the region. 
Published in the peer-reviewed jour-
nal Discover Geoscience, the study 
focuses on the Siji watershed in As-
sam’s Gai River Basin, one of the 
most erosion-prone landscapes in the 
eastern Himalayan region. Research-
ers further called for the development 
of flood prediction systems and im-
proved environmental monitoring 
mechanisms in the Northeast, warn-
ing that climate change and growing 
human interventions could intensify 
ecological degradation if timely mea-
sures are not adopted.Using the Re-
vised Universal Soil Loss Equation 
(RUSLE) integrated with Geograph-
ic Information System (GIS)-based 

modelling, the researchers mapped 
erosion hotspots and assessed sed-
iment transport patterns across the 
watershed. The study highlights 
that steep slopes, intense rainfall, 
deforestation, shifting cultivation, 
mining activities, and infrastructure 
expansion are accelerating soil ero-
sion across the Northeast, increasing 
pressure on fragile hill ecosystems. 
The researchers recommended an 
Integrated Watershed Management 

(IWM) approach that combines sus-
tainable land-use planning with con-
servation measures such as terracing, 
contouring, and increased vegetation 
cover to reduce soil degradation and 
improve water retention.“The recent 
study on GIS-based solutions for 
soil erosion marks a significant step 
towards addressing one of the most 
pressing environmental challenges in 
North-East India,” said Prof. Jagadish 
K. Patnaik, Vice-Chancellor of Naga-

land University.He said geospatial 
technology could help guide conser-
vation planning while strengthening 
agricultural productivity and water 
resource management.M. S. Rawat 
said the watershed-based model-
ling approach aows researchers to 
identify erosion hotspots at a micro 
level and design location-specific in-
terventions instead of applying uni-
form conservation measures across 
diverse landscapes.The study also 
underlined the wider applicability of 
the framework, stating that the mod-
el could be adapted to other envi-
ronmentally sensitive regions facing 
similar topographical and climatic 
challenges.Manipur.According to 
the findings, areas with dense for-
est cover and gentle slopes recorded 
minimal soil loss, while croplands, 
barren terrain, and regions affect-
ed by road construction and min-
ing showed extremely high erosion 
rates, posing serious risks to land 
stability and local ecosystems.

CSOs support the reconstruction of the 
Dimapur railway station

Guwahati, Apr 07: Civil society organi-
sations (CSOs) in Dimapur have backed the 
proposed redevelopment of the Dimapur Rail-
way Station into a world-class railway facility, 
while calling for an early resolution of the land 
disputes linked to the project.The support was 
expressed during a consultative meeting organ-
ised by the Naga Council Dimapur (NCD) with 
several CSOs and tribal organisations. Partici-
pants at the meeting strongly opposed any move 
to relocate the railway station outside Dimapur 
and reaffirmed their commitment to the rede-
velopment initiative. Speaking at the meeting, 
NCD president K G Kenye said the first phase 
of the project requires around 7.3 acres of land, 
but unresolved disputes involving 96 patta hold-

ers continue to pose a challenge. He noted that 
while land surveys for the first phase have al-
ready been completed, 38 patta holders have 
reportedly moved court, raising concerns that 
prolonged litigation could delay the project or 
force its relocation outside Nagaland. Kenye 
urged the Government of Nagaland to ensure a 
peaceful and time-bound resolution of the land 
disputes so that the redevelopment project can 
proceed smoothly.

He added that residents and CSOs in Dima-
pur would fully cooperate to ensure the rail-
way station modernisation project is completed 
within the scheduled timeline.Kenye cautioned 
that unless the disputes are settled quickly, the 
railway modernisation project could face seri-

ous setbacks at an early stage. He said CSOs 
are planning to engage directly with the liti-
gants and request them to withdraw their cas-
es in the larger public interest. He also pointed 
out that the second phase of the project may 
face greater challenges, as it involves 109 ad-
ditional patta holders along with issues related 
to undocumented encroachments.To tackle the 
matter, the NCD has formed several committees 
and sub-committees to hold discussions with 
landowners, railway officials and the state gov-
ernment.The council is also expected to meet 
non-tribal CSOs next week to build broader 
public consensus and counter misinformation 
regarding the alleged eviction of religious struc-
tures from the project site.

Shillong airport runway 
expansion to boost Meghalaya 

tourism: CM Conrad Sangma
Shillong, Apr 07: Meghalaya Chief 

Minister Conrad K Sangma on Tuesday 
said the Centre has awarded the contract 
for expansion of the runway at Shillong 
Airport, a move expected to significantly 
improve air connectivity and strength-
en Meghalaya’s tourism sector. Speaking 
at the Empowerment of Tourism Cham-
pions of Meghalaya programme held at 
Orchid Lake Resort, the Chief Minis-
ter said the runway expansion project is 
likely to be completed within 15 months 
and will enable larger aircraft to operate 
from Shillong.Describing the project as a 
“game-changer” for tourism, Sangma said 
improved connectivity is crucial for posi-
tioning Meghalaya as a preferred destina-
tion for domestic and international tour-
ists. He said better transport infrastructure 
would help increase tourist arrivals while 
also generating employment and support-
ing local businesses linked to the tourism 
sector.The programme, organised by the 
state tourism department, brought together 
tourism entrepreneurs, artisans, students, 
village leaders, homestay operators and 
community representatives from different 
parts of the state.Sangma said Meghalaya’s 
tourism strategy focuses on creating an in-
tegrated ecosystem involving government 
agencies, transport operators, hospitality 
stakeholders and local communities to en-
sure safe and seamless travel experiences 
for visitors.Highlighting ongoing tourism 
initiatives, he said several major projects 
are under development, including the Shil-
long Ropeway, Mawkdok Skywalk, Rain 
Museum at Mawsynram, the Living Root 
Bridge Museum, and tourism infrastruc-
ture projects in Sohra, Mandalgre and Siju.
Tourism Minister Timothy D Shira said 
tourism has emerged as a key contributor 
to Meghalaya’s economy, with provisional 
estimates placing tourist arrivals in 2025 at 
nearly 18 lakh.

He said over 150 tourism-related projects 
are currently being implemented across the 
state with investments worth thousands of 

crores and increasing participation from 
private investors.The minister also said 
Meghalaya is working towards developing 
Umiam into a global tourism destination 
through a dedicated Destination Manage-
ment Organisation focused on sustainable 
tourism planning.

During the programme, the chief min-
ister announced new beneficiaries under 
the Chief Minister’s Meghalaya Homestay 
Mission and recognised successful benefi-
ciaries of the Chief Minister’s Homestay 
Scheme implemented under the Prime 
Minister’s Employment Generation Pro-
gramme.Launched in September 2025, the 
mission aims to establish 3,000 homestays 
by 2028 and create more than 15,000 jobs 
across the state.Officials said 80 homestay 
applications have been approved so far, 
while 55 beneficiaries from Khasi, Jaintia 
and Ri-Bhoi regions received financial as-
sistance amounting to Rs 3.85 crore.Sanc-
tion letters under the Community-Led In-
frastructure Scheme were also distributed 
to support tourism-related infrastructure 
projects undertaken by villages, coopera-
tives and tourism societies.

DA & DR raised to 60%, over 
1 lakh employees pensioner

Imphal, Apr 07: On May 6, the 
Arunachal Pradesh government approved 
a 2% increase in dearness relief (DR) for 
retirees and dearness allowance (DA) for 
serving employees, raising the rate from 
58% to 60% of basic pay and pension. 
The updated DA and DR will be paid in 
addition to monthly salaries and pensions 
starting in May 2026.The updated DA and 
DR will take effect from January 1, 2026, 
according to a statement released by the 
Chief Minister’s Office. On May 6, the 
Arunachal Pradesh government approved 
a 2% increase in dearness relief (DR) for 
retirees and dearness allowance (DA) for 
serving employees, raising the rate from 

58% to 60% of basic pay and pension.
The updated DA and DR will take effect 

from January 1, 2026, according to a state-
ment released by the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice. According to the administration, the 
revision will help 40,477 pensioners and 
69,248 regular employees in the state.

This development is expected to cost the 
state exchequer  Rs100.54 crore annually. 
The cash payment of arrears for the Jan-
uary–April 2026 period will result in an 
extra expense of Rs. 33.51 crore.Pema 
Khandu congratulated government work-
ers and expressed hope that they would 
keep working hard for the state’s citizens’ 
well-being.

Study documents 11 orchid species in Duwarmara 
reserve forest, raises conservation concerns

Doomdooma, Apr 07: A scien-
tific study conducted in Assam’s 
Tinsukia district has documented 
the fragile state of orchid diversity 
in the Duwarmara Reserve Forest, 
while warning of mounting envi-
ronmental threats to the region’s 
unique ecosystem.

Published on April 30, the re-
search, titled Assessment of Spe-
cies Diversity and Distribution 
Pattern for Different Species of 
Dendrobium (Orchidaceae) in 
Duwarmara Reserve Forest of As-
sam, India, was authored by bota-
nists Dipika Rajput and Khyanjeet 
Gogoi.Conducted between 2021 
and 2022, the study used scientif-
ic methods including line transect 
surveys and biodiversity indices to 
assess orchid distribution in the re-
serve forest located around 14 km 

southwest of Doomdooma.
Researchers identified 11 spe-

cies of Dendrobium orchids grow-
ing across four host plant species, 
marking the first comprehensive 
documentation of these orchids in 
the forest.The findings revealed 
that most species were rare and un-

evenly distributed, with only a few 
species such as Dendrobium aphyl-
lum, Dendrobium fimbriatum and 
Dendrobium moschatum showing 
wider adaptability.According to 
the researchers, the forest exhib-
its moderate orchid diversity but 
also signs of ecological imbalance 

influenced by microclimatic con-
ditions, host tree availability and 
habitat structure. The study also 
highlighted growing threats to the 
ecosystem, including deforesta-
tion, agricultural expansion, infra-
structure development and illegal 
orchid collection and smuggling. 
Researchers further noted that 
pesticide use in nearby tea gar-
dens could be contributing to the 
decline in orchid diversity.Despite 
its relatively small size, the Du-
warmara Reserve Forest was found 
to be a rich but vulnerable orchid 
habitat, underscoring the need for 
urgent conservation measures.The 
researchers said the absence of pri-
or scientific documentation makes 
the study an important baseline for 
future biodiversity monitoring and 
policy intervention.

Meghalaya CM announces 
Rs 50 lakh for Synjuk office
Guwahati, Apr 07: Meghalaya Chief 

Minister Conrad K Sangma on Wednes-
day attended a programme of the Synjuk ki 
Rangbah Shnong of Ri Bhoi in Nongpoh, 
where he held a Mini CM Connect interac-
tion and listened to concerns raised by lo-
cal representatives.During the meeting, the 
Synjuk submitted a memorandum listing 
several demands, including the establish-
ment of a government college in Nongpoh. 
The Chief Minister said the proposal would 
be examined.Addressing power-related is-
sues, he informed that a 132 kV substation 
is being set up in Nongpoh to improve elec-
tricity supply in the area and nearby regions. 
He added that the government will also 
consider additional substations in phases 
and take temporary steps to strengthen man-
power.On the demand for a dedicated pig 
market and improved infrastructure, Sang-
ma acknowledged the rising need and said 
the government will study the feasibility of 

creating a structured farmers’ market. He 
also assured that measures would be taken 
to monitor price fluctuations caused by ex-
ternal supply.Issues concerning areas along 
the Meghalaya–Assam border, including 
road connectivity, GPS mapping, security, 
electricity, and shortage of medical staff, 
were also raised during the interaction. The 
Chief Minister said the concerns would be 
taken up with the Assam government, while 
steps would be taken to review staffing at 
primary health centres and improve admin-
istrative response in border areas. He also 
announced financial support of Rs 50 lakh 
for the construction of the Synjuk’s office, 
to be provided through the Chief Minis-
ter’s Development Fund and the Meghalaya 
Basin Development Authority (MBDA).
Sangma appreciated the role of the Synjuk 
ki Rangbah Shnong of Ri Bhoi in working 
with the government for the development of 
the district.
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Governor’s Unit Citation 2026 Presented 
to Security Forces in Manipur

Imphal, May 07: Ajay Kumar Bhalla on 
Wednesday attended the Investiture Ceremo-
ny for the Governor’s Unit Citation 2026 held 
at the Manipur State Film Development Soci-
ety in Imphal, where outstanding units of the 
armed and police forces were honoured for 
their exemplary service in the State.

During the ceremony, the Governor present-
ed Governor’s Citations to units of the Army, 
Assam Rifles, CRPF, BSF, BRTF, and Manipur 
District Police in recognition of their contribu-
tions towards maintaining peace and stability 
in the State.

Among those present at the event were Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh, Deputy Chief Minister 
Losii Dikho, and Ministers Konthoujam Gov-
indas Singh and Khuraijam Loken Singh.

The recipients of the Governor’s Unit Ci-
tation 2026 included 19 Garhwal Rifles, 17 
Assam Rifles, 38 Assam Rifles, 40 Assam Ri-
fles, 2 Mahar Regiment, 25 BRTF, Kakching 
District Police, Senapati District Police, Chu-
rachandpur District Police, 10 BSF, and 143 

CRPF.
Addressing the gathering, Governor Bhal-

la described the occasion as a moment of re-
flection, gratitude, and recognition rather than 
merely a ceremonial event. He praised the ded-
ication, courage, and exemplary service of the 
armed forces and security personnel who have 
continued to work under difficult circumstanc-
es to uphold peace and stability in Manipur.

Referring to the challenges faced by the State 
in recent years, the Governor said the security 
forces acted as pillars of strength while main-
taining law and order and restoring a sense of 
security among the people.

He also acknowledged the sacrifices made by 
the families of security personnel, stating that 
their support remains integral to the service of 
the forces. Emphasising the significance of the 
Governor’s Unit Citation, he said the award 
recognises collective excellence, discipline, 
teamwork, and commitment to duty.

The Governor further stressed that the true 
strength of security forces lies in the restrained 

and judicious use of force, adding that their 
conduct has helped strengthen public confi-
dence and restore normalcy in the State. He 
also highlighted the importance of continued 
coordination between security agencies and 
the civil administration.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister 
Yumnam Khemchand Singh commended both 
Central and State security forces for their hu-
manitarian efforts and their role in saving lives 
across communities. He acknowledged the cru-
cial contribution of the forces in maintaining 
law and order and restoring peace in Manipur.

The Chief Minister also appealed for public 
support and cooperation to strengthen harmo-
ny and bonding among different communities 
in the State.

The ceremony was attended by Members of 
Parliament, MLAs, and senior civil, military, 
and police officials, and concluded with a reaf-
firmation of the commitment of all stakehold-
ers towards maintaining peace and supporting 
the continued development of Manipur.

Khonoma gets new Seed Bank 
and Community Learning Centre

Kohima, May 07: Salhoutuonuo Kruse,  
Minister for Women Resource Development 
& Horticulture, inaugurated the Seed Bank 
and Community Learning Centre at Khono-
ma on Thursday.

The project, titled “Empowering Women 
with Sustainable Livelihood in Khonoma, 
Nagaland,” is supported by Oil India and im-
plemented by Aaranyak in collaboration with 
Kevi Agri Allied Cooperative Society Ltd., 
Khonoma.

Addressing the gathering, Kruse said em-
powering women through sustainable liveli-
hood initiatives was essential for strengthen-
ing families, communities and the economy. 

She noted that the centre would focus on 
conservation of indigenous crop varieties, 
strengthening local seed systems and pro-
moting sustainable agriculture practices.

The minister also highlighted Khonoma’s 
traditional alder-based farming, garlic culti-
vation, weaving and food processing activ-
ities, while encouraging the community to 
enhance production and marketing for better 
economic opportunities.

The programme included unveiling of the 
commemorative monolith, presentations by 
Aaranyak and Oil India, folk song perfor-
mances and interaction with villagers and 
officials.

Nagaland Inaugurates Indigenous Tribes Cultural Hub in Kohima
Kohima, May 07:  K. 

Konngam Konyak, Advi-
sor, Art and Culture and 
Treasuries and Accounts 
inaugurated the Nagaland 
Indigenuous Tribes Cultural 
Resource Centre in Kohima 
on Thursday. Addressing in 
the programme held at NT-
CRC Hall, Kohima, special 
guest  highlighted that, NIT-
CR centre reflects a thought-
ful and forward-looking 
vision,and stated that it has 
been developed not merely 
as a place to preserve the 
past, but as a living cultur-
al space- where traditions 
can be actively practiced, 
shared, and carried forward 
to future generations.Kon-
yak also said that one of the 
most significant aspects of 
the centre is that all sixteen 
tribes of Nagaland are repre-
sented in the centre and each 
community will be provided 

a dedicated space to pres-
ent and sustain its unique 
heritage, while also being 
part of a shared environ-
ment that promotes mutual 
respect, understanding and 
unity.The centre also brings 
together multiple functions 
under one roof-from exhi-
bition and learning spaces to 
areas that support research, 
documentation and cultural 
activities.Fuether, he also 
highlighted that the pres-

ence of the District Cultural 
Office, Kohima will further 
strengthen coordination, 
enabling continuous en-
gagement with communities 
and ensuring that the centre 
remains active and relevant. 
He said the centre is not only 
a place to safeguard cultural 
heritage, but also a platform 
where it can continue to 
evolve through interaction, 
learning, and community in-
volvement.He also urged the 

department to make this cen-
tre maintains with preserva-
tion and participation.While 
briefing techical report,Er.
Kakheli Swu Executive 
Engineer Art and Culture,-
said that the project. “Na-
galand Indigenous Tribes 
Cultural Resource Centre at 
Kohima” amounting to Rs 
1283.08 lakh was funded 
bv both the NLCPR and the 
State Government. The proj-
ect stands completed at a to-

tal cost of R. 1283.08 laks 
with Central contribution 
of Rs 583.54 lakh and State 
contribution of Rs. 699.54 
lakh.The building is a G+2 
storied RCC structure with 
a total floor area of 33,000 
sq.ft. The building compris-
es of basement level,house 
of Cafeteria and Quarters for 
caretakers and maintenance 
personnel. Ground floor 
will be used for District 
Museum, District Library 
and District Cultural Offi-
cer’s office. In the first floor, 
spaces will be allocated to 
each of the fifteen tribes of 
Nagaland to showcase their 
distinct identities through 
art, craft, music and story-
telling. Earlier, special guest 
also unveiled the monolith. 
A short welcome note was 
addressed by Bodeno S.Co-
lo, Comissioner and Secre-
tary, Art and Culture.

Mizoram govt signs MoU with Jal Shakti Ministry for JJM 2.0
Aizawl, May 07: The 

Mizoram Government and 
the Union Ministry of Jal 
Shakti have signed a mem-
orandum of understanding 
(MoU) in New Delhi on 
Wednesday for the imple-
mentation of Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) 2.0.

Union Minister for Jal 
Shakti, C. R. Paatil, joined 
the programme virtually 
from his office. 

Chief Minister of 
Mizoram Lalduhoma, 
along with Prof. Lal-
nilawma, Minister, PHE, 
Mizoram and officials from 

the Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) Department, 
participated online from 
Aizawl.On behalf of the 
Government of Mizoram, 
the MoU was signed by Zo-
dingpuii, Secretary to the 
Government of Mizoram, 
while Swati Meena Naik, 
Joint Secretary, signed on 
behalf of the Department 
of Drinking Water & San-
itation, Jal Shakti Ministry, 
Government of India.

In his virtual address, the 
Chief Minister stated that 
Mizoram is among the first 
states in India to success-

fully achieve 100 per cent 
implementation under the 
Jal Jeevan Mission, pro-
viding functional tap water 
connections to 1,33,060 
households. All schools 
and Anganwadi Centres 
across the state have also 
been covered with func-
tional tap water connec-
tions.

Out of 852 water supply 
schemes sanctioned, 849 
have already been physi-
cally completed, achieving 
nearly 99 per cent comple-
tion. Additionally, 28 water 
testing laboratories have 

been established across the 
state.

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed his satisfaction at 
signing the MoU for JJM 
2.0 and emphasized that the 
mission will be effectively 
implemented in the state. 
He noted that it will play 
a crucial role in achieving 
the vision of a developed 
India (Viksit Bharat).

He also urged the Minis-
try to expedite the release 
of the pending Central 
share of funds for JJM, 
which has been due since 
December 2024. 

Arunachal deputy CM attends workshop 
on Buddhist tourism circuit in NE

Itanagar, May 07: 
Arunachal Pradesh Depu-
ty Chief Minister Chow-
na Mein has attended the 
inaugural session of the 
Regional Workshop on De-
velopment of the Buddhist 
Tourism Circuit in North-
east India at Tawang.

Speaking on the occasion, 
he pitched for developing 
an integrated tourism cir-
cuit linking key Buddhist 
destinations in the north-
eastern states for a seam-
less spiritual and cultural 
experience for visitors.

He said that the collab-
orative effort by roping in 
neighbouring states and 
countries should be brand-
ed ‘Tawang Initiative’ to 
give it a distinct global 
identity.

Calling for a ‘profession-
al and collaborative’ ap-

proach to the development 
of tourism, Mein said the 
proposed circuit should 
link key Buddhist destina-
tions in the region

Participants from Nepal, 
Bhutan, and Sri Lanka also  
attended the workshop to 
strengthen regional coop-
eration and build a vibrant 
Buddhist tourism circuit 
rooted in shared heritage 
and spiritual connections.

“I sincerely appreciate 
Prof. Ms. Veena Sikri ji, 
Founding Trustee and Con-
vener of the South Asia 
Women’s Network, and 
her associates for their ini-
tiative in organising this 
important workshop. Their 
continued efforts in fos-
tering regional dialogue 
and collaboration are truly 
commendable,” he said.

Arunachal Pradesh holds 

a unique place in the Bud-
dhist world. From the 
ancient monasteries of 
Tawang, the birthplace of 
the Sixth Dalai Lama, to 
the sacred landscapes of 
Bomdila, Dirang, Mechu-
ka, and Tuting in the west, 
and the thriving Theravada 
tradition in Namsai in the 
east, our State reflects the 
diversity and depth of Bud-
dhist culture.

“We are committed to de-
veloping a comprehensive 
Buddhist circuit that con-
nects these spiritual centres 
with major destinations 
across Northeast, mainland 
India and neighbouring 
countries. 

This effort will not only 
promote tourism but also 
preserve our rich cultural 
and spiritual legacy,” Mein 
added. 

Arrangements 
for swearing-in

 ceremony of 
new Assan govt  

reviewed 
Guwahati, May 07: As-

sam Chief Secretary Dr 
Ravi Kota has chaired a 
comprehensive review 
meeting with the DGP, 
Assam to assess prepared-
ness for the forthcoming 
visit of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to attend 
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the newly elected 
Council of Ministers.

The ceremony is sched-
uled to be held on May 12 
at the Veterinary Field, 
Khanapara, and is like-
ly to be attended by the 
Chief Ministers and Dep-
uty Chief Ministers from 
several States, Union 
Ministers, and other dig-
nitaries.

“Reviewed in detail the 
arrangements relating to 
security, traffic manage-
ment, venue readiness, 
protocol, and inter-de-
partmental coordination. 
Emphasised the need for 
seamless execution, strict 
adherence to established 
protocols, and close coor-
dination among all stake-
holders,” the Chief Sec-
retary said.He directed all 
concerned departments 
to maintain the highest 
level of preparedness to 
ensure that the ceremony 
is conducted smoothly, 
securely, and in a manner 
befitting the significance 
of the occasion.

Fresh Violence 
Reported in Manipur’s 

Kamjong District
Imphal, May 07: Fresh 

violence was reported 
from the border areas of 
Kamjong district in the 
early hours of Wednesday 
after suspected militants 
allegedly launched coor-
dinated attacks on villages 
located near the Myanmar 
border.

According to sources, the 
attacks took place around 
2 am at Namlee Market 
and Choro village in Kam-
jong district. The assault 
is suspected to have been 
carried out by the KNA-B 
using drones, raising fresh 
concerns over the use of 
advanced tactics in the 
conflict-hit hill regions of 

Manipur.
Sources said several 

houses were set on fire 
during the attack. However, 
no casualties had been offi-
cially confirmed at the time 
of filing this report.

Security agencies are re-
portedly monitoring the 
situation closely, while de-
tails regarding the extent of 
damage and the identities 
of those involved are still 
awaited.The latest inci-
dent comes amid continu-
ing tensions in Manipur’s 
sensitive border districts, 
where sporadic attacks and 
armed clashes have repeat-
edly been reported over the 
past several months.

Gauhati High Court Directs Authorities to 
Act on Guwahati’s Artificial Flood Crisis
Guwahati, May 07: The Gauhati High Court has directed 

government authorities to take a series of measures to tackle the 
recurring problem of artificial flooding in Guwahati and submit 
a progress report before the Court on the next date of hearing.

The Court issued the directions after taking suo motu cogni-
zance of a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) related to the persistent 
artificial flood problem in the city.The PIL was filed by advocate 
Sandeep Chamaria. The Court observed that open manholes and 
exposed drains across various parts of Guwahati pose a serious 
threat to public safety and daily life. It directed the State govern-
ment, the Guwahati Municipal Corporation, and the concerned 
departments to immediately take protective measures by cover-
ing all open manholes, drains, and dangerous sewer channels.
The Court also expressed serious concern over the risks faced 
by citizens during heavy rainfall, when open drains become sub-
merged under water and remain invisible, putting human lives 
in danger.

IIT Guwahati Launches New M.Tech Programme 
in Robotics and Artificial Intelligence

Guwahati, May 07: Indian Institute 
of Technology Guwahati has launched 
a first-of-its-kind M.Tech programme 
in Robotics and Artificial Intelligence 
aimed at both fresh graduates and 
working professionals seeking exper-
tise in AI-driven robotic systems.The 
programme, offered by the School of 

Interdisciplinary Studies and Sustain-
ability, will be conducted in hybrid 
mode, combining online classes with 
on-campus laboratory sessions and fi-
nal examinations at the IIT Guwahati 
campus. The initiative is designed to 
bridge multiple engineering disciplines 
and support advancements in sectors 

such as agriculture, defence, manufac-
turing, healthcare, transportation, and 
smart infrastructure.The application 
portal for the inaugural batch has been 
opened, with the last date for submis-
sion of applications set for July 15, 
2026. Classes are scheduled to begin 
from August 10, 2026.

Manipuri Couple 
Duo Arrested 

with Arms and 
Explosives in Silchar 
Silchar, May 07: A 

joint operation conduct-
ed by the Assam Police 
and the Assam Rifles led 
to the arrest of a hus-
band-wife duo from Ma-
nipur and the recovery 
of arms and explosives 
from a rented house at 
Tarapur 6th Block near 
Ramnagar in Silchar on 
May 7, officials said. 
Providing details of the 
operation, Additional 
Superintendent of Police 
(Crime) Rajat Kumar 
said the accused were 
tracked through mobile 
phone location data be-
fore being apprehended 
during an overnight raid. 
“By tracing their mo-
bile locations, we ap-
prehended both of them 
last night. The opera-
tion was jointly con-
ducted by Assam Police 
and Assam Rifles,” the 
officer said.

Villages Near Myanmar Border Attacked

Arunachal Pradesh Govt Hikes DA, DR to 60% of Basic 
Pay for Employees and Pensioners from January 2026

Itanagar, May 07: In 
a significant move aimed 
at supporting its work-
force and retired person-
nel, the Government of 
Arunachal Pradesh has 
officially announced a 
2% increase in Dearness 
Allowance (DA) for 
active employees and 

Dearness Relief (DR) 
for pensioners. This re-
vision raises the current 
rate from 58% to 60% 
of the basic pay or pen-
sion.Approved under the 
leadership of Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu, the 
decision aligns with the 
Central Government’s 

recent adjustments for its 
own employees, follow-
ing office memoranda 
issued in late April 2026. 
The hike is being imple-
mented with retrospec-
tive effect from January 
1, 2026, ensuring that 
beneficiaries receive the 
benefits covering the be-

ginning of the year.Ben-
eficiaries and Implemen-
tationThe enhancement 
is broad in its reach, 
covering several catego-
ries of personnel:Reg-
ular State Government 
Employees: All full-time 
staff under the state ad-
ministration.All India 
Service (AIS) Officers: 
Personnel serving within 
the Arunachal Pradesh 
cadre.Deputationists: 
Central Government em-
ployees currently posted 
to the state.Pensioners 
& Family Pensioners: 
All retired individuals 
and their eligible family 
members.Financial Im-
pact and LogisticsAc-
cording to official state 
data, the revision will 

impact a total of 109,725 
individuals, comprising 
69,248 regular employ-
ees and 40,477 pension-
ers. To facilitate this, 
the state has outlined 
a clear financial road-
map:CategoryAnnual 
Estimated CostDear-
ness Allowance (DA)
Rs 83.31 CroreDearness 
Relief (DR)Rs 17.24 
CroreTotal Annual 
ImplicationRs 100.54 
CroreIncluding the Rs 
33.51 crore required for 
arrears (the back-pay for 
January through April 
2026), the total finan-
cial commitment for the 
state stands at approxi-
mately Rs 117.30 crore.
Starting from May 2026, 
the revised rates will be 

integrated into regular 
monthly salaries and 
pension disbursements. 
The arrears for the first 
four months of the 
year will be paid out in 
cash.A Call for Dedicat-
ed ServiceChief Minister 
Khandu congratulated 
the state’s workforce on 
the hike, emphasizing 
that the financial adjust-
ment is a recognition of 
their service. 

He urged employees 
to maintain their com-
mitment to the state’s 
development, specifical-
ly highlighting the goal 
of “Antyodaya”—en-
suring that government 
schemes and benefits 
effectively reach the last 
person in the queue.
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The Decline of 
Neighbourhood Culture

Neighbourhoods were once spaces of close social inter-
action and mutual support. People knew their neighbours, 
shared community ties, and participated in local activities.
Today, fast-paced urban lifestyles and digital engagement 
have weakened these connections. Many individuals live 
in the same buildings or localities without meaningful 
interaction.The decline of neighbourhood culture contrib-
utes to isolation and reduces the sense of collective re-
sponsibility within communities.Rebuilding local connec-
tions requires community initiatives, shared spaces, and 
greater social participation. Strong neighbourhoods create 
stronger societies.

West Bengal’s political transition and its effects on the region
BJP’s victory in the West 

Bengal assembly elec-
tions has been widely 

described as a tectonic shift—
only the second change in power 
in the state in the last 50 years. 
Both transitions are significant: 
the first ended 34 years of rule 
by the socialist Left Front, while 
the second has now replaced 
the centrist Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) with the right-wing BJP, 
a party rooted in Hindutva pol-
itics. Although broadly secular 
forces governed West Bengal 
after India’s independence, the 
state was also home to the early 
seeds of Hindutva-based politics. 
BJP’s ideological forebear, Shy-
ama Prasad Mukherjee, who was 
associated with the Hindu Ma-
hasabha and Jana Sangh, hailed 
from West Bengal. It is, there-
fore, unsurprising that BJP’s state 
leadership marked its victory by 
paying homage to him, under-
scoring the symbolic significance 
of this political shift. According 
to data from the Election Com-
mission of India, the BJP secured 
45.84 percent of the vote, im-
proving upon its roughly 40 per-
cent share in the previous three 
elections, while the TMC’s vote 
share declined to 40.80 percent. 
Muslims constitute about 27 per-
cent of the state’s population, and 
nearly one-third of constituencies 
have substantial Muslim elector-
ates. In 2021, the TMC won 84 
out of 88 Muslim-majority seats, 
reflecting strong consolidation 
behind Mamata Banerjee. While 
early indications suggest that 
the TMC retained considerable 
Muslim support in this election, 
minor inroads by smaller Islamic 
groups were noted in some areas. 
The BJP, meanwhile, appears to 
have offset this through broad-
er Hindu consolidation, aided 
by its electoral strategy. A high 
voter turnout—reported to be 
more than 92 percent—further 
reflected the intensity of the con-
test. Ironically, Mamata Banerjee 
herself had earlier facilitated the 

BJP’s entry into the state’s politi-
cal landscape through an alliance 
during the Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
era, a partnership that has now 
come full circle.

The deletion of around 2.7 mil-
lion voters under the controver-
sial Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls added an-
other layer of complexity. While 
its precise impact on the outcome 
remains debated, preliminary 
analyses suggest that in at least 
49 constituencies, including Ba-
nerjee’s own, the margin of de-
feat was smaller than the number 
of removed voters. Nonetheless, 
incumbency fatigue, allegations 
of corruption, and concerns over 
law and order, particularly in-
volving alleged party-linked ele-
ments, contributed to public dis-
content. BJP’s promise to expand 
social protection programmes 
with a larger financial outlay also 
resonated with sections of the 
electorate. Above all, the party’s 
rhetoric of change appears to 
have found a receptive audience.

Critics argue that the SIR dis-
proportionately affected poorer 

and minority voters, especially 
Muslims and migrant communi-
ties in border districts. Yet, the 
scale of BJP’s rise cannot be at-
tributed to this factor alone. For 
many observers, it represents 
the delayed political consolida-
tion of a legacy long associated 
with Shyama Prasad Mukherjee. 
Notably, his opposition to Arti-
cle 370 and subsequent death in 
detention in 1953 in Jammu and 
Kashmir has acquired renewed 
political symbolism, especially 
after the provision’s abrogation 
in 2019. Celebrating the victory, 
India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi emphasised that it was “a 
time for change, not revenge.” 
His campaign centred on trans-
formation, though a dominant 
theme was the issue of so-called 
“infiltration,” portrayed as a root 
cause of problems such as unem-
ployment, crime, cross-border 
smuggling, and security threats. 
These concerns were frequently 
linked to migration across the 
eastern border with Bangladesh. 
BJP has pledged to curb such 
“infiltration” and expel those it 

identifies as “illegal migrants.” 
One of the key policies of the 
BJP government on this issue is 
to grant citizenship to those who 
belong to all other faiths except 
Islam, and Bangla-speaking Mus-
lims are the most vulnerable to 
possible deportation, as there 
have been several reports of such 
deportation of Indian nationals to 
Bangladesh in recent times. The 
controversial SIR that dropped 
2.7 million people from the voter 
rolls means they are now feared 
to lose citizenship and face risks 
of being deported. A logical ques-
tion arises: to where will they be 
sent? Given the recent admission 
by BJP’s Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
chief minister of Assam, another 
northeastern state in India, that 
he pushes Bangla-speaking Mus-
lims into Bangladesh under the 
nighttime darkness, there is every 
reason to fear a repetition of sim-
ilar tactics by another state run by 
his party. If any such coordinated 
operation is mounted from three 
surrounding BJP-run states (the 
third being Tripura), then Bangla-
desh will face a serious humani-

tarian crisis.
Sarma’s statement last month 

warranted the summoning of 
the acting high commissioner of 
India at the foreign ministry in 
Dhaka to express its displeasure 
and concerns. It was the first 
occasion of an unpleasant diplo-
matic development since a newly 
elected BNP government led by 
Prime Minister Tarique Rahman 
took office. Delhi, it may be re-
called, welcomed his election, 
expressing hopes of a reset in 
strained relations. Dhaka-Del-
hi bilateral relations dipped to a 
low level following the ouster of 
Sheikh Hasina as the interim gov-
ernment led by Prof Muhammad 
Yunus sought her repatriation, 
and reciprocal visa bans adverse-
ly impacted trade, road, and rail 
transportation as well as jointly 
undertaken projects.

For decades, Kolkata has been 
portrayed as a centre of intellec-
tual and cultural progressivism in 
the subcontinent. BJP’s sweep-
ing victory challenges that per-
ception, suggesting a shift in the 
state’s political and cultural iden-
tity. Mamata Banerjee’s efforts to 
promote a distinct Bangalee iden-
tity—symbolised by slogans like 
“Joy Bangla”—appear, in this 
context, to have produced unin-
tended consequences.

Dhaka has largely refrained 
from publicly commenting on the 
rise of religion-based politics in 
India, even as Indian discourse 
often frames Islamist politics in 
Bangladesh as a security concern. 
However, the growing promi-
nence of religious polarisation 
in the region risks fuelling recip-
rocal dynamics across borders. 
With unresolved bilateral issues, 
including water sharing, border 
management, and trade imbal-
ances, such developments could 
complicate efforts to maintain 
regional stability. The hope re-
mains that political leadership on 
both sides will act with restraint 
and foresight to preserve harmo-
ny in the region.

Nigel Farage might become the face of the UK’s precarious 
union as a result of Labour’s national collapse

Keir Starmer has neither a 
heartland nor a stronghold. 
That is the picture likely to 
emerge once all the votes 
in this week’s local and de-
volved elections have been 
counted.

Council seats in Labour’s 
traditional northern-En-
glish working-class base 
will fall to Reform UK. 
Parts of inner London, 
where the electoral map 
has been red for decades, 
will go Green.

The Scottish National 
party will still be the big-
gest party at Holyrood, 
thwarting Labour’s hopes 
of ending its banishment 
from power there. If opin-
ion polls are not mistaken 
and Plaid Cymru becomes 
the largest party in the 
Senedd, it will bring an 
epic run of Labour domi-
nance in Welsh politics to 
an end. The party hasn’t 
been in opposition since 
the formation of a devolved 
assembly in 1999. And that 
record reflects a cultural 
primacy dating back a lot 
further.

Northern Ireland and 
Scotland already have first 
ministers whose parties 
are opposed to union with 
England. Wales will join 
that number if Plaid’s na-
tionalist leader, Rhun ap 
Iorwerth, forms the next 
government at Cardiff Bay.

That wouldn’t sound a 
death knell for the UK, 
but it would be a symbol-
ic fracture. Downing Street 
will look ridiculous trying 
to pretend that such results 
are an expression of normal 
midterm turbulence. Even 
in the best-case scenarios 
available to Labour from 
current polling, Starmer 
will look like the caretaker 
leader of a party that strug-
gles to say who its core 
voters are or where they 
might live. (Manchester, 
maybe.)

The Conservatives are not 
faring much better. Their 
electoral base has been 
partitioned along a Brexit 
faultline. Reform appeals 
to angry, disillusioned 
leave voters. The Liberal 
Democrats are consolidat-
ing their hold over the re-
mainer belt in what used to 
be true-blue Tory suburbs 
and shires. The two-party 
duopoly that defined Brit-
ish political competition in 
the 20th century has broken 
down everywhere, except 
the Palace of Westminster. 
Labour and the Tories are 
still the big beasts in the 
chamber where laws are 
made and ministers are 
held to account, but that 
constitutional primacy 
looks like a relic from an-
other era.

Zack Polanski, leader of 
the Greens, is not an MP. 
Reform’s Nigel Farage no-
tionally represents Clacton 
in the Commons, but his 
time and energy are mostly 
spent elsewhere.

In that respect, England 
is following trends that are 
well established in the de-
volved nations. Labour’s 
first “red wall” to fall, years 
before that metaphor was 
applied to Boris Johnson’s 
post-Brexit march through 

the Midlands and northern 
England, was in Scotland. 
It was demolished by the 
SNP.

Some of that terrain was 
recovered in Starmer’s 
landslide 2024 general 
election win. That only 
makes it more galling for 
Scottish Labour to be fac-
ing another term of oppo-
sition in Edinburgh; to see 
the SNP, weighed down by 
failures and scandals ac-
crued over many years in 
office, somehow defy polit-
ical gravity.

It helps the SNP to have 
a bedrock of supporters for 
whom independence is a 
cause to trump all others. 
It helps even more that the 
pro-union vote is fragment-
ed and that the Westminster 
government is hated. Anas 
Sarwar, Labour’s leader in 
Scotland, has repudiated 
Starmer but the national 
brand is still an albatross 
round the Scottish party’s 
neck.

Eluned Morgan, Wales’s 
first minister, has the same 
problem compounded by 
double incumbency. Un-
der Tory prime ministers, 
blame for whatever went 
wrong in Wales could be 
deflected on to wicked 
Tory rule in Westminster. 

Starmer’s arrival in Down-
ing Street withdrew that 
device. Change was prom-
ised and not delivered. For 
Welsh voters of a leftish 
disposition who are fed up 
waiting, Plaid Cymru of-
fers a multi-use electoral 
tool: try something new; 
punish Labour; prolong 
Tory exile; block the forces 
of Faragism.

That confluence of mo-
tives doesn’t amount to a 
surge in demand for in-
dependence and Plaid’s 
leadership know it. The 
prospect of ending union 
with England is buried in 
the manifesto as part of an 
“ongoing national conver-
sation about the options” 
on the future, with a vague 
commitment to a white pa-
per that might one day raise 
the constitutional question 
that used to be the party’s 
defining purpose.

But a Welsh nationalist 
government could still ef-
fect the kind of systemic 
drift that has made Scottish 
politics feel increasingly 
remote from the rest of the 
UK, without drastic alter-
ation to the constitution. 
Plaid, like the SNP, will 
be able to govern from a 
stance of perpetual opposi-
tion. They can frame every 

UK-wide debate as a ques-
tion of who can be trusted 
to stand up for Wales with-
out conflicting allegiance.

The lesson from Scotland 
is that opposition leaders, 
operating in the shadow 
of English parent parties, 
find it very hard to wrestle 
control of the agenda back 
once it is set in those terms.

The challenge could be 
even greater if Farage be-
comes the standard bearer 
for unionism. His party is 
poised to come second in 
Wales and might do the 
same in Scotland. Reform’s 
Scottish and Welsh sup-
porters mostly care about 
the same issues that have 
driven the party’s growth 
in England – immigra-
tion, economic insecurity, 
general antipathy towards 
Westminster politics. Con-
stitutional structures are 
not much on their radar. 
That won’t necessarily 
prevent the union question 
getting sucked into a feed-
back loop of polarisation 
and mutual radicalisation. 
Not if Faragism sets the 
tone of resistance to Welsh 
and Scottish independence 
movements.

Reform’s anglocentric, 
Brexit-coded, racially in-
flected mode of British na-
tionalism is a pungent brew 
that could give undecided, 
moderate voters in the de-
volved nations a taste for 
rupture from England. A 
sharpening of pro-indepen-
dence demands will then 
animate the resentful streak 
in English nationalism that 
sees the existing consti-
tutional setup as a scam, 
siphoning resources from 
an enterprising motherland 
to ungrateful Celtic depen-
dants.

There is a precedent 
for these dynamics in the 
breakup of another asym-
metrically weighted, multi-
national state. The collapse 

of the USSR started with 
secession demands on the 
periphery, but it became 
inevitable once Russia it-
self – rallying to Soviet 
Russia’s ambitious nation-
al president, Boris Yeltsin 
– moved for dissolution of 
the union.

The comparison is flawed 
in countless ways. The UK 
is not an authoritarian, 
one-party communist re-
gime with hardline gener-
als plotting to resist liberal 
reform. Our traditions of 
pluralism and democracy 
have deep roots. The econ-
omy is troubled but not in 
anything like the condition 
of abject failure that made 
the Soviet system unviable. 
Any likeness in the two 
cases is a matter of histor-
ical rhyme, not analytical 
rigour.

Continuing for a moment 
in that spirit, it is possible 
to glimpse in Starmer a hint 
of Mikhail Gorbachev – the 
reforming apparatchik who 
underestimated the scale of 
the challenge before him, 
lost control of centrifugal 
forces and ended up strand-
ed as leader of a country 
that didn’t exist any more.

Meanwhile, back in the 
realm of evidence, the 
votes have not even been 
cast in this Thursday’s bal-
lots. The vagaries of the 
different electoral systems 
in play make a wide spec-
trum of outcomes avail-
able. But a safe prediction 
is that the map of British 
politics, shaded by party 
representation, will be a 
more Technicolor mosa-
ic after these polls than it 
is now. There will still be 
patches of red, but it will 
be hard to make a coher-
ent pattern of them. Brit-
ain will still have a Labour 
government with a huge 
majority in parliament. But 
Starmer will lead a party 
with no place to call home.

Rethinking Rooppur 
in the Solar Age

Last week, uranium fuel loading began at the Rooppur Nu-
clear Power Plant in Pabna, a moment Bangladesh’s scientists 
and engineers have awaited since plan to build a nuclear pow-
er plant was first conceived in 1961. According to Prothom 
Alo, this milestone makes Bangladesh the 33rd country in the 
world to operate nuclear power and the third in South Asia 
after India and Pakistan. The achievement is real and deserves 
acknowledgment. Yet as the nation celebrates entry into this 
exclusive club, a harder question demands an answer: how did 
Bangladesh arrive at a point where a $12.65 billion debt-fi-
nanced reactor became the primary answer to its energy crisis, 
when solar energy could be significantly more affordable? The 
Rooppur plant, built by Russia’s Rosatom, will eventually gen-
erate 2,400 megawatts across two units and is expected to meet 
around 10 percent of Bangladesh’s electricity demand. The 
Daily Star reports that initial grid supply of around 300 MW 
is anticipated by late July or early August this year, with full 
capacity reached gradually over the next two years. Consid-
ering Bangladesh’s chronic electricity deficit and high annual 
demand growth, this energy development is truly significant. 
But the financial architecture of Rooppur should propel every 
Bangladeshi to pause and think for a moment. Russia extend-
ed $11.38 billion in export credit for the Rooppur project. As 
the taka depreciates against the dollar, Prothom Alo reports 
that actual expenditures have risen by Tk 260 billion above 
contractual amounts, with total outlays now approaching Tk 
1.39 trillion. Debt service on a foreign-currency obligation 
of this scale, especially for a country already burdened with 
LNG import costs and coal procurement payments, is energy 
bondage with a long amortisation schedule.Compounding the 
fiscal concern, Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission has 
initiated a formal investigation into allegations of financial ir-
regularities in Rooppur’s procurement process. The full scope 
of those allegations remains under active investigation, and 
the public deserves a transparent accounting before the debt 
repayments that will burden the national budget for the next 
two decades are simply accepted as the cost of doing business.
These grievances would have been more tolerable had Ban-
gladesh simultaneously invested in domestic renewable en-
ergy. Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis 
(IEEFA) reports that Bangladesh installed only 245 MW of 
rooftop solar capacity in the entire 17-year period from June 
2008 to June 2025. For a tropical nation receiving 4-5 kilo-
watt-hours of solar irradiance per square metre daily, this fig-
ure is indefensible. The Financial Express reports that within 
Dhaka alone, approximately 375 MW of installed rooftop solar 
sits almost entirely idle because no functioning net metering 
system exists and no government plan integrates this capacity 
into the distribution grid. Bangladesh mandated solar panels 
on new buildings in 2012 and then never built the regulatory 
infrastructure to use the power those panels generate.The ar-
gument that solar is unreliable or insufficient does not survive 
scrutiny. Germany, at 51 degrees north latitude, receives a frac-
tion of Bangladesh’s sunshine but has an impressive solar ca-
pacity. Vietnam deployed more than 20 gigawatts in five years 
through decisive feed-in tariff policy. Morocco now exports 
solar electricity to Europe. However, despite strong sunlight, 
Bangladesh has produced only a bit over 1 GW of solar pow-
er after 20 years of policy efforts.The reason is not entirely 
technical but political too. Importing LNG generates lucrative 
procurement contracts. Importing nuclear technology and fuel 
generates commissions accessible to politically connected 
intermediaries. Domestic solar, by contrast, is decentralised, 
transparent, and difficult to extract rent from. The sun does not 
require a middleman. This structural misalignment between 
the public interest and the interests of energy procurement 
syndicates has cost Bangladesh dearly—in foreign exchange, 
debt accumulation, and in the foregone clean energy that could 
have powered millions of homes at zero recurring fuel cost. 
A $5 billion investment in distributed rooftop solar and utili-
ty-scale ground arrays, less than half the Rooppur debt, could 
have delivered 5,000 to 8,000 MW of domestic capacity with 
no fuel import cost, no foreign-currency loan, and no geopolit-
ical dependency. According to IEEFA, Bangladesh now needs 
to deploy approximately 760 MW of new renewable energy 
annually between 2026 and 2030 just to achieve its modest 
goal of 20 percent renewables by that date. The FY2025-26 
national budget allocates no specific incentives to the renew-
able energy sector. The gap between stated targets and budget-
ary commitment is itself an indictment.Rooppur will generate 
electricity we need. But Bangladesh must understand that a 
single $12.65 billion nuclear plant—financed by a geopolitical 
creditor, repayable in foreign currency over 20 years, vulner-
able to sanction disruption—is not an energy strategy. It is a 
monument to the failure to develop what was free, domestic, 
and abundant.
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The share price of Credit Access Grameen 
rises 10% despite market downturn

Mumbai:  CreditAccess Grameen 
share price today: Shares of mi-
crofinance company CreditAc-
cess Grameen defied weak market 
trends today, rallying more than 10 
per cent in trade on heavy volumes. 
The smallcap stock opened on a 
positive note at ₹1,332.90 on the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE), 
extending its gains for the sixth 
consecutive session. The counter 
hit an intraday high of ₹1,463.80.

As of 12:30 PM, CreditAccess 
Grameen shares were up 9.3 per 
cent at ₹1,446. A total of 2.5 mil-
lion shares of the microfinance 
firm changed hands, significantly 
higher than the previous session’s 
total traded quantity of just 0.16 
million. 

In comparison, the benchmark 
Nifty 50 index was down 0.66  per 
cent. On the BSE, the counter was 
trading 10 per cent northward at 
₹1,450 with spurt in volume by 
more than 13.09 times. CreditAc-
cess Grameen shares have outper-
formed the broader market over 
the past year. According to NSE 
data, the stock has gained 15 per 
cent so far in 2026, compared 
with a 4.8 per cent decline in the 
Nifty index. In one year, the scrip 

has surged 24 per cent, while the 
benchmark index has advanced 2.5 
per cent. Commenting on today’s 
price action, Harish Jujarey, AVP 
head - technical equity research, 
Prithvi Finmart, said that the stock 
has shown a solid recovery from 
its March lows around ₹1,113. 
It recently crossed its 200-day 
moving average near ₹1,300 and 

is now holding firm around the 
₹1,450 mark, indicating improv-
ing momentum. An inverted Head 
and shoulder pattern was formed 
on daily charts of which the target 
comes near ₹1,470 levels, the an-
alyst said. The previous multiple 
tops are seen near ₹1,490 levels in-
dicating some profit booking near 
₹1,470-₹1,490 zone.

“A decisive breakout above 
₹1,490 would be fresh break 
out for further rally towards the 
₹1,550 -₹1,580 zone,” he added.
CreditAccess Grameen Q4 results 
dateMeanwhile, CreditAccess 
Grameen has informed exchang-
es that a meeting of the board of 
directors is scheduled on May 8 
(Friday) to consider and approve 
the results for the quarter and fi-
nancial year ended March 31, 
2026. While sharing the Q4FY26 
business update last month, Cred-
itAccess Grameen had said that its 
gross loan portfolio (GLP) stood at 
₹29,590 crore, up 14 per cent from 
₹25,948 crore in the year-ago quar-
ter. In the December 2025 quarter 
(Q3FY26), the company reported 
GLP of ₹26,566 crore. Disburse-
ments in the March quarter were 
at ₹8,313 crore, up 28 per cent 
Y-o-Y.The total disbursements for 
FY26 increased 24 per cent Y-o-Y 
to ₹24,860 crore, according to the 
company. CreditAccess Grameen 
is a microfinance institution head-
quartered in Bengaluru, focused on 
providing micro-loans to women 
customers, mainly in rural areas. 
The company operates across 450 
districts in 16 states.

Sensex and Nifty forecast Expect
tions for stock market strategy

Mumbai: Sensex, Nifty: Domestic equity 
benchmarks ended the holiday-shortened week 
on a positive note with BSE Sensex and NSE 
Nifty edging up 0.32% and 0.41%, respec-
tively. On Thursday, the 30-pack index closed 
at 76,913.50, and the 50-pack index settled at 
23,997.55.

Both declined about 0.7% in the last session to 
end in the red. Nifty futures on the NSE Interna-
tional Exchange were up 82.5 points, or 0.34%, 
to trade at 24,229.5, hinting at positive opening 
on Monday, May 4. On the home front, the im-
mediate catalyst would be the outcome of key 
state elections, with investors watching to see if 
the Centre’s ruling party, 

BJP, can capture West Bengal and make in-

roads into Kerala and Tamil Nadu, said Har-
iprasad K, SEBI-registered research analyst 
and founder, Livelong Wealth.“Persistent FII 
outflows, mixed earnings trends, and currency 
weakness continued to weigh on sentiment,” 
said Ajit Mishra – SVP, Research, Religare 
Broking Ltd.“Additionally, India’s FY26 trade 
deficit widened on an annual basis, although 
the March deficit narrowed to $20.67 billion, 
offering partial relief,” Mishra said, adding “on 
the domestic front, the Q4 FY26 earnings sea-
son will gather pace, with several key compa-
nies across sectors scheduled to report results.” 
Globally, the prolonged disruptions over the 
Strait of Hormuz continue to inject volatility 
into the markets, with Brent crude continuing 

to surge and the UAE’s exit from OPEC and es-
calating US-Iran tensions, analysts say. Sensex: 
“Sensex is currently trading within the 76,900–
77,200 range, reflecting a range-bound move-
ment with a cautious undertone amid ongoing 
market volatility,”  Ponmudi said. He placed im-
mediate resistance for the 30-share pack in the 
77,500–78,000 band, while the 76,300–76,000 
range is expected to serve as immediate support.  

StrategyMishra advised, “With global uncer-
tainties persisting and domestic cues remaining 
mixed, investors should maintain a cautious and 
selective approach.”  

“Pharma and healthcare appear promising af-
ter an extended corrective phase. Additionally, 
metals and energy remain on the radar, along 
with themes such as capital markets and select 
CPSE stocks,” Mishra added.While, Ponmudi 
suggested, “Traders should remain agile, avoid 
aggressive leverage, and adhere to disciplined 
risk management practices.

“Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) re-
mained net sellers throughout the week, extend-
ing the selling trend seen in recent months. Cu-
mulative FII outflows for April have crossed Rs 
70,100 crore,” said Ponmudi R, CEO - Enrich 
MoneyKey levels to watchNifty: Outlining the 
index’s behaviour, Mishra noted, 

“From a technical standpoint, the 24,000 level 
continues to act as a magnetic zone, with price 
consolidating around this region in line with 
options data.”  Analysts widely agree that the 
index is operating within a range of 23,800 to 
24,300. “On the upside, the 24,400–24,800 zone 
is expected to act as a strong resistance band,” 
Mishra noted.

NFRA issues stringent rules 
for Big Four firms; auditor

Mumbai: The National Financial Re-
porting Authority (NFRA) has come out 
with “stringent” norms that’s going to 
force top firms to fix gaps in their audit 
practice within a specified period. Accord-
ing to the new norms issued by the NFRA, 
audit firms are mandated to submit a plan 
within 90 days to fix lapses as flagged by 
the regulator in its annual inspection re-
ports on these firms. This is a major shift in 
NFRA’s stance which, until recently, was 
asking the firms to take corrective steps ba-
sis its inspection reports but never called 
for a “remediation plan”. “Because the 
inspection reports have been largely dealt 
with adequate seriousness by the large au-
dit firms, 

I don’t merit in putting strict timelines 
for taking remedial actions. The 180-day 

deadline is limited to demonstrate effec-
tive implementation of a plan,” said senior 
partner at another Big Four firm.The reg-
ulator has also asked the firms to comply 
with all the findings contained in the de-
tailed inspection report within the time-
lines prescribed in the report or below 180 
days from the issuance of the report.Com-
paring Global StandardsA partner at Big 
Four firm told FE that these guidelines are 
far more stringent than the global norms. 
“NFRA’s counterpart in the US – PCAOB 
– gives a full one year to take corrective 
measures. While there’s no harm in being 
stringent, but these are initial years of in-
spection, and NFRA must provide flexibil-
ity to the firms while facilitating compli-
ance. Once the ecosystem matures, strict 
guidelines can be introduced,” she said.

Bullet Train milestone: NHSRCL installs 
5 massive beams over active tracks 

Mumbai: Here is the latest on the 
Bullet train project – the NHSRCL 
indicated that it has entered the fi-
nal readiness phase and achieved a 
significant engineering milestone. 
Five heavy portal beams have been 
installed over active Indian Railways 
tracks in Maninagar, Ahmedabad. 
This is part of the Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad High Speed Rail project, and 
the entire operation was completed 
in 22 days, the National High Speed 
Rail Corporation (NHSRCL) an-
nounced.

As per the company’s statement, 
the beams were launched sequen-
tially on April 8, 13, 19, 24, and 29, 
2026. The heaviest, placed on April 
8, weighed approximately 1,360 
MT, making it one of the heaviest 
lifts ever carried out over opera-
tional railway lines in India. The re-
maining four beams ranged between 
1,170 MT and 1,360 MT each. The 
site at Maninagar presents particular 
engineering constraints. The bullet 
train alignment crosses the exist-
ing Ahmedabad-Vadodara corridor, 
which carries up, down, and third 
lines, at an elevated, skewed an-
gle, with a span of roughly 30 to 34 
metres between piers. Portal beams 
were chosen for their rigidity and 
load-bearing capacity, which min-

imises deflection and helps main-
tain track geometry over a heavily 
trafficked route, NHSRCL said in 
a statement. Each beam measures 
34 metres in length with a 5.5 by 
4.5 metre cross-section, precast at 
the site before being lifted into po-
sition. Collectively, the five beams 
represent one of the most substantial 
structural operations undertaken on 

railway infrastructure in India, as 
per NHSRCL. The primary equip-
ment used was a 2,200 MT crawler 
crane, deployed over Indian railway 
tracks for the first time in the coun-
try. Each lift was completed in ap-
proximately 3.5 hours, down from 
the nine-hour traffic blocks that had 
been the earlier benchmark. The 
operation was conducted in close 

coordination with Indian Rail-
ways, with continuous monitoring 
throughout. Overhead electrifica-
tion lines and the confined working 
space added to the complexity of 
each launch.The Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad High Speed Rail corridor is 
India’s first bullet train project, cov-
ering approximately 508 kilometres 
between the two cities.

SkinKraft maker IncNut 
Digital for Rs 321 crore 

New Delhi: Emami has acquired a majority 
stake in the beauty and wellness startup IncNut 
Digital. In an exchange disclosure, Emami said 
that it has acquired a 60 percent stake in the 
parent company of beauty and wellness brands 
Vedix and SkinKraft.The company said that 
the transaction is valued at Rs 321 crore, in-
cluding performance-linked adjustments over 
a 24-month period. The company added that it 
would acquire the remaining stake in IncNut 
Digital within the next 4.5 years, in two tranch-
es, from the current closing, at a consideration 
to be determined in accordance with the agreed 
matrix based on future performance.IncNut 
Digital brand portfolio

IncNut Digital is a Hyderabad-based compa-
ny founded in 2011 that specializes in person-
alized beauty, wellness, and parenting content 
and products. The company offers customized 
D2C products throught it two brands, Vedix and 

SkinKraft. Emami is investing heavily in the 
acquisition of new-age companies as it gears up 
for the next phase of expansion. The company 
is chasing startups that have made a name for 
themselves through unorthodox strategies and 
products. The company has already acquired 
men’s grooming startup The Man Company 
and part stakes in pet care brand Fur Ball Story 
and nutrition company Tru Native. “Vedix and 
SkinKraft will strengthen our Beauty and Per-
sonal Care portfolio by adding personalised, 
science-led offerings across Ayurveda and der-
matology. Alongside The Man Company and 
Brillare, this acquisition strengthens our pres-
ence across high-growth BPC segments, aligns 
with our strategy of building a future-ready, 
consumer-centric portfolio, and positions us to 
capture the next phase of consumer demand.” 
Harsha Vardhan Agarwal, Vice Chairman & 
MD of  Emami said in a statement. 

NSE introduces electronic gold 
receipts  New way to buy

Mumbai: Gold investors in India have 
a new investment option called Electronic 
Gold Receipts (EGRs), complementing ex-
isting methods such as purchasing physical 
jewellery, gold coins, and investing in gold 
exchange-traded funds (Gold ETFs). The 
National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) 
has announced the launch of Electron-
ic Gold Receipts (EGRs), tradable on its 
EGR segment, like stocks and bonds, and 
backed by physical gold, which can be re-
deemed at any time.What Is an Electronic 
Gold Receipt?

Simply put, an EGR is a digital proof of 
gold ownership. With the introduction of 
NSE’s EGR platform, the Gold Exchange, 
which SEBI first announced in 2022, has 
finally seen the light of day. The Gold Ex-
change is a national platform for buying 
and selling Electronic Gold Receipt (EGR) 
in India. The stock exchanges can either 
set up a new stock exchange for the trad-
ing of EGR or launch EGR in the existing 
exchange infrastructure, but in a separate 
segment. On the NSE, Electronic Gold Re-
ceipts will be traded on the EGR Segment.
What’s New for Investors

As a holder of an Electronic Gold Re-
ceipt, the investor will participate in gold 
ownership. The gold is safely stored in a 
vault, your ownership is recorded in your 
demat account, and you can convert it to 
physical gold at the time of redemption. 
On the EGR Segment of NSE, there are 
two purity options: ‘EGR – 999 Purity’ and 
‘EGR – 995 Purity’. One can start small — 

denominations range from 100 milligrams 
to 1 KG for both options, making it acces-
sible to a wide range of investors.Techni-
cally, EGR is an electronic receipt issued 
by the Vault Manager against the gold 
deposited with them. Each of the EGRs is 
backed by physical gold, which is stored 
with the Vault Managers.

It is entirely the buyer’s choice whether 
to take physical delivery of gold or not. 
The buyer can continue to hold the EGR in 
a demat account for further trading or take 
physical delivery of gold from the Vault 
Manager. Note that the Vault Manager can 
levy charges for the withdrawal of gold. 
EGRs are traded on NSE’s dedicated EGR 
segment from Monday to Friday, between 
9:00 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. The extended 
trading window allows Indian investors 
to take advantage of international market 
movements. Settlement on NSE’s EGR 
segment occurs on a T+1 basis, meaning 
transactions are finalised the next working 
day.
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Trump claims that the pope’s position on 
Iran is “endangering a lot of Catholics”

Europe: Pope Leo is “en-
dangering a lot of Catho-
lics” because “he thinks 
it’s fine for Iran to have a 
nuclear weapon,” accord-
ing to Donald Trump’s 
latest rhetorical assault.
The comments are made 
two days before US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio 
to meet with Leo at the 
Vatican in an attempt to 
defuse the tension caused 
by Trump’s earlier criti-
cism of the Chicago-born 
pope for denouncing the 
US-Israeli attack on Iran.
Trump stated that the 
pope “would rather talk 
about the fact that it’s OK 
for Iran to have a nuclear 
weapon, and I don’t think 
that’s very good” in an in-
terview with Hugh Hewitt, 
a well-known conservative 
radio talk show host on the 
US-based Salem News net-
work. The president said, 
“I think he’s endangering 
a lot of Catholics and a lot 
of people.” “However, I 
suppose the pope believes 
that Iran’s possession of 
nuclear weapons is ac-
ceptable.”Leo has consis-
tently called for ceasefires 
and talks in opposition to 
the attack on Iran and the 
ensuing intensification of 
the crisis in Lebanon and 
the larger Middle East, 
but he has never stated 
that Iran should possess 
nuclear weapons.The US 
ambassador to the Holy 
See, Brian Burch, stated 
on Tuesday that he antici-
pated a “frank” discussion 

between Leo and Catholic 
Rubio in the Apostolic Pal-
ace on Thursday morning. 
“Nations have disagree-
ments, and I think one of 
the ways that you work 
through those is … through 
fraternity and authentic di-
alogue,” Burch told report-
ers, adding that he thought 
Rubio was coming to the 
Vatican “in that spirit, to 
have a frank conversation 
about US policy, to en-
gage in dialogue”.Burch 
said he did not accept the 
idea that there was “some 
deep rift” between the US 
and the Vatican, saying that 
Rubio was coming so that 
each side could “better un-
derstand each other, and to 
work through, if there are 
differences, certainly to 
talk through that”.The trip, 
which coincides with the 
first anniversary of Leo’s 
papacy, was organised af-
ter Trump lashed out at 
the pope in April, calling 

him weak and saying he 
was not doing a very good 
job as pontiff. Trump also 
shared an AI-generated 
image depicting himself 
as a Jesus-like figure, be-
fore deleting it and saying 
it had actually been a por-
trayal of him as a doctor.
Rubio later denied his trip 
to the Vatican was designed 
to “smooth things over” 
between Pope Leo and 
Trump, and tried to down-
play the rift.“It’s a trip we 
had planned from before, 
and obviously we had some 
stuff that happened and no, 
look, there’s a lot to talk 
about with the Vatican,” he 
said.

The US secretary of state 
will also endeavour to 
patch things up with the 
Italian government after 
Trump berated its prime 
minister, Giorgia Meloni, 
previously one of his clos-
est allies in Europe. She 
had criticised his remarks 

against Leo, rebuking her 
government for not sup-
porting the strikes on Iran 
and threatening to with-
draw US troops from Italy 
as a result.

Rubio will also meet the 
Vatican’s secretary of state, 
Pietro Parolin, before meet-
ing Meloni and the Italian 
foreign minister, Antonio 
Tajani, on Friday morning.
The US vice-president, JD 
Vance – a Catholic convert 
– has also criticised the 
pope, saying the Vatican 
should “stick to matters 
of morality” and that Leo 
should be careful when it 
came to talking about the-
ology and war.Rubio and 
Vance attended the pope’s 
inauguration in May last 
year and had a private au-
dience with him the day 
after, during which they 
handed him an invitation 
from Trump to the White 
House that Leo has not yet 
taken up.

How conflict returned as a result of Trump’s 
effort to reopen the Strait of Hormuz

Iran: Greetings for the morn-
ing. The Middle East is once again 
plagued by uncertainty. After Don-
ald Trump started a program known 
as “Project Freedom” to assist thou-
sands of sailors trapped in the Gulf 
due to the conflict in crossing the 
Strait of Hormuz, the tense ceasefire 
between the US and Iran threatened 
to fall apart.The announcement was 
viewed as a cynical provocation by 
Iran. Fighting broke out again as Iran 
tried to hold onto the vital route out of 
the area.Overnight, however, the US 
president announced on social media 
that his initiative had been “paused 
for a short period of time” to see if a 
deal with Iran could be reached, but 
he also stated that the port blockade 
would still be in effect. For today’s 
First Edition, I spoke with Julian 
Borger, the Guardian’s senior interna-
tional correspondent, about Trump’s 
strategy and the likelihood of a return 
to war. But first, this morning’s head-
lines. 

Five big stories
UK politics | Zack Polanski falsely 

claimed to be a spokesperson for the 
British Red Cross while campaign-
ing for the Green party leadership, 
the charity has said.Fuel shortages| 
Two million airline seats have been 
cut from this month’s schedules as 
airlines redraw their operations be-
cause of soaring jet fuel prices amid 
the Middle East conflict.UK news| 
A British crew member who be-
came ill after a suspected outbreak 
of hantavirus on luxury cruise ship 
the MV Hondius is to be medically 
evacuated, officials have said.Tax | 
An increased windfall tax should be 
imposed on the UK’s largest banks, 
say trade union leaders, after the big 
four lenders reported almost £14bn 
in first-quarter profits, partly fu-
elled by market turbulence amid the 
Iran war.Society | People from black 
backgrounds in England are twice as 
likely to experience strokes as their 
white counterparts, while also being 
less likely to receive timely care, 
according to the largest study of its 
kind.Since the conflict began in late 
February, an estimated 20,000 sailors 
have been trapped in the Gulf, unable 
to pass through the strait of Hormuz 
into the open ocean. Concerns about 
their physical and mental health are 
growing as they face the prospect of 
enduring a blistering Middle Eastern 
summer while at anchor waiting for 
peace. Food and essential supplies 
are feared to be running low on some 
trapped vessels.On Sunday, Trump 
announced the launch of Project Free-

dom, a presidential initiative, which 
would see the stranded 850 vessels 
pass through the southern section of 
the strait of Hormuz under the pro-
tection of the US military. Trump 
presented the plan as a humanitari-
an endeavour “meant to free people, 
companies, and countries that have 
done absolutely nothing wrong – they 
are victims of circumstance” in a post 
on Truth Social.But Iran did not buy 
it. They have imposed a blockade on 
foreign shipping since US-Israeli at-
tacks on 28 February – and maintain-
ing the closure is a key part of their 
negotiating position. Iran fired mis-
siles at the UAE – a reminder to the 
world that a return to war is close. In 
a spate of claims and counterclaims, 
the US military said that they had 
destroyed six Iranian small boats car-
rying missiles and drones.Both sides 
appear keen to avoid a return to fight-
ing. On Tuesday, the US’s top general 
Dan Caine clarified that Iran had not 
broken the ceasefire despite clash-
es over the strait.Now the US has 
backed down on the effort to guide 
stranded ships out – for now. Post-
ing on Truth Social late on Tuesday, 
Trump said he had made the decision 
based “on the request of Pakistan and 
other Countries, the tremendous Mil-
itary Success that we have had during 
the Campaign against the Country of 
Iran and, additionally, the fact that 
Great Progress has been made toward 
a Complete and Final Agreement with 
Representatives of Iran”.But unease 
remains, with no direct response yet 
from Iran and a lack of clarity over 
whether Trump could reinstate his 
latest mission. And observers fear 
another round of violence is not far 
away. Trump’s Project Freedom was 
aimed at undermining Iran’s capac-
ity to maintain its blockade of the 
strait, says Julian Borger.“ Iran’s 
strength is its ability to keep the strait 
closed – and if that gets challenged 
then that’s an important card that Iran 
would have lost. That’s why it’s so 
important for them to keep it closed,” 

he says. “Even though Iran is being 
careful not to engage with the US 
navy directly, it is keen to keep up a 
sense of threat around going through 
the strait.”Just two vessels passed 
through the strait during Trump’s 
short-lived project. The US route 
passes through Emirati and Omani 
waters, which are more difficult to 
navigate through than the Iranian side 
of the passage due to coral reefs and 
other hazards. But the sheer length of 
time that ships have been stranded in 
the Gulf means that some will prob-
ably risk the route, says Julian.“For 
shipowners and crews, you’ve got to 
remember how desperate they are. 
They have been stuck there for weeks 
and weeks with no end in sight, so it 
is tempting for some to at least try to 
get out,” he says. “The owners will 
be watching to see what happens 
with the first trickle of ships.” After 
the initiative was announced, a South 
Korean flagged vessel was struck by 
what President Trump said was an 
Iranian attack, and missiles were fired 
at the UAE by Iran. The Iranians later 
apologised – but the volley highlights 
the challenge of convincing ship-
owners that it is safe to pass through 
the strait, especially with Iran’s de-
centralised military doctrine, which 
permits its military commanders 
significant freedom to operate inde-
pendently of its country’s rulers.“Be-
fore the war, part of Iran’s defence 
doctrine was based on the expectation 
that their leadership would get decap-
itated. So, local commanders were 
given a lot of leeway in how they 
chose to carry out their operations 
and could inflict as much damage on 
the enemy as possible,” says Julian. 
“In a delicate situation like this, it’s 
difficult for the decentralised Iranian 
system to collaborate as much as they 
might want. This might be the reason 
you had those strikes on the UAE and 
then an expression of regret.”Markets 
were unconvinced by the move from 
Trump, with oil hovering about $115 
a barrel. 

The Essex campaign is a test of Reform UK’s 
professionalization apps, activists, and a “air war”

London: Halfway through his tour 
of Waltham Abbey, Nigel Farage 
heard the booming sound of a hunt-
ing horn on the pedestrianized high 
street of the Essex market town. “Oi 
oiii!” cried Rob Chillingworth, the 
proprietor of Ouch Tattoos, setting 
down the instrument and extending 
a kind hand to the Reform UK lead-
er who was approaching.This was the 
most recent stop on Farage’s weeklong 
tour of six Essex towns where over a 
million county council votes are up 
for grabs. One of Reform’s greatest 
accomplishments in Thursday’s votes 
would be moving from having a sin-
gle councillor here to gaining power, 
barring developments in Wales and 
Scotland. While interactions like the 
one between Chillingworth and Farage 
show how supportive many people are 
of Reform, the Essex campaign also 
serves as a test of Reform’s self-de-
scribed professionalization in terms of 
making sure the party receives more 
votes.The party’s new infrastructure 
and organization may help mobilize 
fervent core supporters in historical-
ly low-turnout polls and replicate a 
“blue ocean” approach of reaching out 
to new voters and those whom other 
parties may have given up on. Reform 
sees this round of elections as a show-
case for a more modern, slick strategy 
that combines the energy of an army 
of activists with new technology and 
a methodical approach to handling 
voter data, which is being harvested 
with the next general election in mind. 
Farage-led predecessor parties like 
Ukip frequently faltered.This includes 
a “air war”—a word used to describe 
attempts to utilize advertisements to 
obtain media attention and coverage—
involving mailshots, leafleting, and 
targeted Facebook advertising, with 
almost £100,000 spent on the latter in 
the previous 30 days, according to Me-
ta’s Ad Library. For the first time in a 

major election, the ReformGo app will 
aid thousands of the party’s activists as 
they knock on doors. While other es-
tablished parties have long used their 
own versions to collect data on voters, 
Reform is only just catching up.“It’s 
a very comprehensive app and we 
can see week by week it’s improving, 
data refinement, ease of usability on 
it,” said one branch official in Essex. 
“People can see the doors they need 
to knock, list responses – anywhere 
from ‘I’m voting for you’ down to 
‘go away’ or ‘I’d like a garden board 
please’.”Activists hope data gathered 
during the local elections will prove 
invaluable in shaping Reform’s cam-
paign strategy for the next general 
election.

 “The capture of that voter intention 
data is going to help us going for-
ward,” the branch official added. Oth-
er Reform targets such as Birmingham 
city council would represent signifi-
cant wins on Thursday, but few plac-
es would be as politically emblemat-
ic as Essex, which until recently has 
been considered Tory heartlands.At a 
council level, a win would mark the 
capture of a local authority where the 
Conservatives have primarily been the 
party of power since the body’s foun-
dation in 1974. Aside from controlling 
a council with a £1.2bn budget, it 
would give Reform another political 
foothold – allied to Farage’s Westmin-
ster seat in Clacton – in a part of the 
UK that had some of the highest votes 
for Brexit. Victory here would also lay 
the ground for a possible general elec-
tion cull of Essex Tory frontbenchers 
including Priti Patel, James Cleverly, 
Alex Burghart and even Kemi Bade-
noch.

In Reform’s gleaming new office 
in Millbank Tower, volunteers from 
around Britain are taking turns to staff 
phone banks. Their call list is informed 
by another app, ReformPro, which 

is used by senior activists pounding 
the streets of Essex, Birmingham and 
northern towns and is more plugged 
into electoral register data.“We have 
to broaden our vote and the app is a 
big step towards doing that,” Farage 
said, pausing in Waltham Abbey after 
a visit to a pie and mash shop before a 
meeting that night with 80 local can-
didates.Reform has previously been 
compared to Italy’s Five Star Move-
ment, a pioneer of digital, anti-estab-
lishment populism, but Farage has 
recently pointed to an unlikely source 
of campaign inspiration: the Liber-
al Democrats.“They’re really, really 
good at picking an area and saying 
‘right, this is good for us,’ and then 
they’re very ruthless about their data, 
how they manage it, how they protect 
it,” Farage said. “It’s the Paddy Ash-
down school of thought. When you 
win significant local representation, 
you build upon that and then target ar-
eas for the general election.” Gawain 
Towler, a Reform board member, said 
the party was learning from past mis-
takes. “If things are not working well 
then it’s getting picked up much faster. 
In a place I was in recently, the Labour 
letter was arriving two days late for 
postal voters. We used to make that 
error,” he said.But critics of the no-
tion that Reform has professionalised 
point to the elephant in the room: the 
failures of the party’s vetting process. 
There has been a drip-feed of allega-
tions of candidates making racist or 
offensive comments in the past.The 
latest batch of Reform candidates sin-
gled out by Hope Not Hate included 
one in Gateshead who had called for a 
“white Britain” and said Keir Starmer 
should be shot. “The amount we have 
found has astonished us,” said Joe 
Mulhall, the organisation’s director of 
research. “Despite what they say about 
their professionalisation, clearly they 
continue to have a systematic prob-
lem.”Reform may know more about 
which voters to target, but gaps remain 
once they get to the doorstep. 

Candidates are able to answer ques-
tions about immigration policy but 
are less up to speed on health policy, 
not helped by the lack of a frontbench 
spokesperson on the topic.“They’ve 
beefed up their press team and are 
good at making a splash,” said a spin 
doctor from a rival party. “But when 
it comes to, for example, negative 
stories about their candidates, it’s not 
clear what they are doing. Sometimes 
they seem to want to rebut allegations. 
At other times they only eventually get 
there, or try to pretend it’s not happen-
ing.”

All of Gibraltar’s untreated sewage 
is dumped into the Mediterranean

Europe: The British 
overseas territory of Gi-
braltar lacks a wastewater 
treatment plant and has 
never had one, thus raw 
sewage from almost 40,000 
individuals and companies 
is being poured directly 
into the sea.The southern 
extremity of the peninsu-
la at Europa Point, where 
the Gibraltar government 
claims there are “high lev-
els of natural dispersion,” 
has been leaking untreated 
sewage into the Mediter-
ranean for decades.Lewis 
Stagnetto of the Nautilus 
Project, a local environ-
mental charity, stated that 
although the region is 
meant to be protected for 
animals, there are frequent-
ly “wet wipes and plastic 
pollution entangled in al-
gae and all over the rocks.” 
Toxic algal blooms that 
deplete the water of oxy-
gen and suffocate aquatic 
life can be caused by raw 
sewage pollution. also ex-
poses fish and mammals 
to a variety of chemicals 
and plastics that can harm 
health and interfere with 
reproduction, and also puts 
humans at danger by dis-
persing diseases and genes 
resistant to antibiotics.
In contrast to Britain, Gi-
braltar’s drinking water is 
desalinated and its sewage 
system uses seawater. The 
salinity “historically creat-
ed challenges that are not 
present in other wastewa-
ter treatment plants around 

the world,” according to 
the Gibraltar government. 
Wet wipes “that appear oc-
casionally on our beaches 
have... come from outlets 
in nearby Spain,” accord-
ing to the statement. In 
2017, the European court 
of justice ruled that the UK 
was in breach of wastewa-
ter law by failing to treat 
Gibraltar’s sewage, but 
the European Commission 
lost any power to take ac-
tion after Brexit.Attempts 
to fix the problem have 
repeatedly collapsed. In 
2018, Gibraltar’s govern-
ment awarded a contract 
to a joint venture between 
NWG Commercial Ser-
vices (Northumbrian Wa-
ter) and Modern Water to 
design, build and operate 
a treatment plant, only for 
the deal to fall apart after 
a Modern Water subsidiary 
went into liquidation.“This 
had a significant impact on 
the delivery of this vital 
project,” a Gibraltar gov-
ernment spokesperson said. 
Preliminary talks with the 
European Investment Bank 
also “fell through as a di-
rect result of the UK leav-
ing the European Union”, 
they added.In June 2025, 
the Gibraltar government 
awarded a 25-year contract 
to Eco Waters to build a 
wastewater treatment plant 
at Europa Point. Advanced 
works have begun on the 
design and geotechnical 
aspects of the plant and 
a planning application 

was submitted in March 
2026.Northumbrian Wa-
ter, which partnered with 
the government from 2003 
until 2024 through a joint 
venture called AquaGib, 
was keen to distance itself 
from the sewage failures. It 
said operations “centred on 
the provision of drinking 
water” and that it was not 
responsible for day-to-day 
operations.“Northumbrian 
Water was never responsi-
ble in any way for waste-
water operations in Gibral-
tar,” a spokesperson said. 
Its “involvement was as a 
shareholder and strategic 
partner, not as the operator 
or regulator. All decisions 
in relation to wastewater 
management were taken by 
the government of Gibral-
tar.”AquaGib said it oper-
ated a number of pumping 
stations that pump sewage 
from low-lying areas into 
Gibraltar’s main sewer 
but it “is not responsible 
for the main sewer or any 
wastewater treatment”.The 
sewer itself appears to be 
in poor shape. Last year, 
the opposition Gibraltar 
Social Democrats (GSD) 
party described “popular 
tourist hotspot areas … 
embarrassingly subjected 
to the stench of raw sew-
age”, with waste “directly 
seeping through the city 
walls … causing damage 
to the marine ecosystem”. 
The government blamed 
decades of underinvest-
ment for the problem, in-

cluding years when the 
GSD held power. The gov-
ernment said there was an 
“ongoing major project to 
lay new sewerage mains 
in phases: a £15m invest-
ment in Gibraltar’s sewer 
infrastructure” as well as 
“various relining projects 
which … have resulted in 
the main sewer being rein-
forced and improved with-
in the city walls”.As for 
the beaches, the govern-
ment said: “Bacteriological 
water quality is routinely 
measured in all of Gibral-
tar’s beaches … and the 
latest results indicate that 
all bathing areas in Gibral-
tar attain excellent bathing 
water quality.”Last year, 
England’s water companies 
released untreated sewage 
into rivers, lakes and seas 
nearly 300,000 times, de-
spite having wastewater 
treatment plants in place.
Hugo Tagholm, the direc-
tor of the charity Oceana 
UK, said: “The public are 
outraged that our rivers and 
seas are treated as a dump-
ing ground. It’s an environ-
mental and economic injus-
tice, with the fingerprints 
of big business all over 
it.“The government must 
get its act together at home 
and abroad – our seas need 
proper protection from 
sewage and plastic pollu-
tion. It’s high time they end 
the outrage and stop the 
pumping of untreated sew-
age into the Mediterranean 
Sea.”
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Adolescence appears to last far longer than once thought
Society has tended to de-

scribe adulthood as starting 
at around 18 to 21. And most 
people may appear fully adult 
by then. But such looks can 
be deceiving. The brain won’t 
reach its adult form until more 
than a decade after that, a new 
study finds. At a minimum, its 
data offer a new interpretation 
of what it means to be an ad-
olescent.

These data are part of a 
much larger analysis of when 
and how often the brain un-
dergoes major changes. The 
findings appeared November 
25, 2025, in Nature Commu-
nications.

When thinking about the de-
fining feature of adolescence, 
many people focus on body 
changes in preparation for 
adulthood. What isn’t visible 
from the outside, though, are 
the many rewiring changes 
underway in our brains. The 
new study investigated these. 
And its findings show that the 
brain doesn’t attain its adult 
architecture until much later 
than scientists had realized — 
around age 32. Neuroscien-
tists Alexa Mousley and Dun-
can Astle led the research. 
Both work at the University of 
Cambridge in England. Their 
team studied brain scans from 
more than 4,000 people. They 
ranged in age from birth to 
90. These scans had originally 
been collected as part of other 
studies. In poring over those 
scans, the researchers iden-
tified when and how brain 
connections changed.Such 
brain-connectivity changes — 
rewiring of the neural circuits 
— occur across our lifespan. 
They reflect “changes in the 
way brain regions commu-
nicate with each other,” says 
Lucina Uddin. And, she notes, 
the timing of the changes 
seems to “accompany major 
life-stage transitions.” These 
tended to occur around ages 
9, 32, 66 and 83. A cognitive 
neuroscientist at the Universi-
ty of California, Los Angeles, 
Uddin did not take part in the 
new work. But she does find 
it “a very exciting study.” The 
human brain contains some 
86 billion neurons. These 
nerve cells “talk” to one an-
other, sharing information. 
Each neuron has a long arm, 
or axon, that reaches out to-
ward other neurons.Insulating 
cells wrap around the axons. 
These help neural signals 
travel faster. Because the in-
sulating cells are fatty, they 
look white, so we call them 
the brain’s white matter. The 
neurons’ cell bodies make up 

the brain’s gray matter. The 
number of neurons in the 
brain doesn’t change much 
over our lifespan. But how 
the cells connect to each other 
does. Unused connections get 
“pruned” or wither away. At 
the same time, new ones form 
and useful ones grow stronger. 
Axons that send frequent sig-
nals can get more insulation 
— a thicker jacket of white 
matter.Although scientists 
knew these kinds of chang-
es happen, it wasn’t clear if 
there were particular times 
for when they take place, at 
least after early adolescence.
The new study finds there 
are.Five eras — or “epochs” 
— of brain development 
emerged from the analysis. 
Each spanned a time during 
which the brain reorganizes in 
specific ways. The first epoch 
runs from birth until around 
age 9. The next phase — ado-
lescence — kicks off then and 
continues to around age 32. 
Two more epochs, adulthood 
and early aging, ended around 
66 and 83, after which the 
late-aging phase kicked off. 
Those last two epochs were 
a bit of a surprise. Scientists 
had largely expected that after 
early adulthood, the brain’s 
structure stayed roughly un-
changed. A baby’s brain has 
lots of connections. Not all 
are useful. So the body prunes 
away many of these as a child 
grows. During this time, more 
insulation wraps around ax-
ons to strengthen links that do 
prove useful.

Around age 9, adolescence 
starts. Brains now begin to 
change in ways that help dif-
ferent regions communicate.

“Neural efficiency is, as you 
might imagine, well connect-
ed by short paths,” Mous-
ley explained in a statement 
issued by the University of 
Cambridge. And, she adds, 
“the adolescent era is the only 
one in which this efficiency is 
increasing.” Those increases 
continue on into our early 30s 
— much longer than scientists 
had realized. Brain connec-
tions largely stabilize between 
ages 32 and 66. Then, as peo-
ple grow older, they begin to 
lose white matter, and their 
brains lose efficiency. This 
happens in the so-called early 
aging (through age 83) and 
late aging eras.

Understanding that the brain 
doesn’t change steadily over 
one’s life can be helpful, Astle 
said in the Cambridge Uni-
versity statement. How the 
brain is wired may be linked 
to a number of mental health 
and other conditions. “Differ-
ences in brain wiring predict 
difficulties with attention, lan-
guage, memory and a whole 
host of different behaviors,” 
Astle said. So the new find-
ings “will help us identify 
when and how its wiring is 
vulnerable to disruption.”

The study “is a new and re-
freshing way to think about 
[brain] organization,” says 
Richard Cytowic. He’s a neu-
roscientist at George Wash-
ington University in Wash-

ington, D.C. The new data, 
he says, confirm that “we 
change in leaps and bounds, 
rather than step by step.” It 
also means that the end of 
adolescence remains difficult 
to determine. And, he adds, 
it leaves open the question of 
how white matter matures as 
we age.

So what does this mean for 
teens?

Researchers, politicians, 
media and others “have been 
talking about how people 
reach adulthood later than 
they used to,” says Hillary 
Schwarb. This cognitive neu-
roscientist works at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska – Lincoln. 

While the Cambridge study 
“is important,” she says, “it 
only looks at one part of the 
brain, called white matter.” 
What it doesn’t do, she cau-
tions, is “explain how think-
ing or behavior changes” over 
time. As such, it’s the first of 
many steps needed to better 
understand how connections 

inside the brain affect thinking 
and feeling over our lifespan. 
Concludes Schwarb, when 
it comes to how the brain 
functions, there’s still much 
to learn.

adolescence: A transitional 
stage of physical and psy-
chological development that 
begins at the onset of puber-
ty, typically between the ages 
of 11 and 13, and ends with 
adulthood. People undergoing 
this transition are known as 
adolescents.

adolescent: Someone in 
that transitional stage of phys-
ical and psychological de-
velopment that begins at the 
onset of puberty, typically be-
tween the ages of 11 and 13, 
and ends with adulthood.

axon: The long, tail-like ex-
tension of a neuron that con-
ducts electrical signals away 
from the cell.

behavior: The way some-
thing (often a person or other 
organism) conducts itself or 
acts towards others.

brain scan: A technique 
to view structures inside the 
brain, typically with X-rays or 
a magnetic resonance imag-
ing (or MRI) machine. With 
MRI technology — especially 
the type known as functional 
MRI (or fMRI) — the activity 
of different brain regions can 
be viewed during an event, 
such as viewing pictures, 
computing sums or listening 
to music.

circuit: A network that 
transmits electrical signals. 
In the body, nerve cells create 
circuits that relay electrical 
signals to the brain. In elec-
tronics, wires typically route 
those signals to activate some 
mechanical, computational or 
other function.

cognitive: A term that re-
lates to mental activities, such 
as thinking, learning, remem-
bering and solving puzzles.

development: (in biology) 
The growth of an organism 
from conception through 
adulthood, often undergoing 
changes in chemistry, size and 
sometimes even shape.

epoch: A span of time over 
which some dramatic changes 
have occurred.

function: The specific role 
some structure or device 
plays. (in math) A relationship 
between two or more vari-
ables in which one variable 
(the dependent one) is exactly 
determined by the value of the 
other variables.

gray matter: One of two 
main types of tissue found in 
the brain and spinal cord. It 
consists mainly of nerve cell 

bodies.
host: (in biology and med-

icine) The organism (or en-
vironment) in which some 
other thing resides. Humans 
may be a temporary host for 
food-poisoning germs or oth-
er infective agents.

information: (as opposed to 
data) Facts provided or trends 
learned about something or

mature: (adj.) Connoting 
an adult individual or full-
grown and fully developed 
(non-juvenile) form of some-
thing. (verb) To develop to-
ward — or into — a more 
complex and full-grown form 
of something, be it a living 
thing, a technology or an idea.

mental health: A term for 
someone’s emotional, psy-
chological and social well-be-
ing. It refers to how people 
behave on their own and how 
they interact with others. It 
includes how people make 
choices, handle stress and 
manage fear or anxiety. Poor 
mental health can be triggered 
by disease or might reflect a 
short-term response to life’s 
challenges. It can occur in 
people of any age, from ba-
bies to the elderly.

nerve: A long, delicate fiber 
that transmits signals across 
the body of an animal. An 
animal’s backbone contains 
many nerves, some of which 
control the movement of 
its legs or fins, and some of 
which convey sensations such 
as hot, cold or pain.

neuron: The main cell type 
of the nervous system — the 
brain, spinal column and 
nerves. These specialized 
cells transmit information 
by producing, receiving and 
conducting electrical signals. 
Neurons also can transmit sig-
nals to other cells with chemi-
cal messengers.

neuroscientist: Someone 
who studies the structure or 
function of the brain and other 
parts of the nervous system.

society: An integrated group 
of people or animals that gen-
erally cooperate and support 
one another for the greater 
good of them all.

transition: The boundary 
where one thing (paragraphs, 
ecosystems, life stage, state of 
matter) changes or converts 
into another. Some transitions 
are sharp or abrupt. Others 
slowly or gradually morph 
from one condition or envi-
ronment to another.

white matter: One of the 
two main tissue types found 
in the brain and spinal cord. It 
consists mainly of bundles of 
nerve fibers.

Prehistoric ‘sea’ monster also lurked in rivers, data show
Mosasaurs — a fear-

some group of ancient 
predators — once 

ruled the seas. Now researchers 
have turned up a 66-million-year 
fossil tooth from one. And the big 
surprise: It came from a site that 
wasn’t part of the ocean. As such, 
this tooth is rewriting the aquatic 
reptile’s history. Some mosasaurs 
ruled the rivers, it suggests.The 
tooth came from a genus known 
as Prognathodontini (Prog-NAH-
thow-don-TEE-nee). These 
enormous animals could span up 
to 11 meters (36 feet) — or about 
the length of a telephone pole. 
The lizard-like creatures showed 
up during the Late Cretaceous, 
some 100 million years ago. Then, 
like nearly all of their dinosaur 
cousins, mosasaurs went extinct 
when a massive asteroid hit Earth 
66 million years ago. Ancient 
dinos roamed the land. Mosasaurs 
prowled the water. More closely 
related to lizards and snakes than 
dinos, these giants had shark-
like tails and paddle-shaped fins. 
These helped them glide through 
water to surprise their prey.

With powerful jaws, this lurking 
predator “could bite through big 
turtles, fishes and reptiles [includ-
ing dinosaurs]. It was terrifying,” 
says Melanie During. She works 
at Uppsala University in Sweden. 
A paleontologist, she uses fossils 
to learn about ancient life.

In 2022, a team from the North 
Dakota Geological Society was 

digging for fossils in a former riv-
er floodplain. The North Dakota 
site is known as the Hell Creek 
Formation.

In one football-shaped piece of 
rock, the team found three fossils: 
a Tyrannosaurus rex tooth, an 
ancient crocodile jawbone — and 
a mosasaur tooth.

That last one was unexpected. 
What was a sea reptile doing with 
a croc and a dinosaur? “We were 
already surprised when a mosa-
saur tooth was in Hell Creek. We 
tried everything to prove that the 
tooth was from a marine reptile,” 
says During. But that’s not what 
the evidence showed.

Before giving up, the team 
compared the new fossils to ones 
at Vrije University Amsterdam, in 
the Netherlands. Here, they turned 
to a chemical technique called 
isotope analysis. Isotopes are at-
oms of the same element that have 
different numbers of neutrons. 
Isotope patterns can reveal parts 
of an animal’s life history, such as 
where it lived and what it ate.

Because all fossils at Hell Creek 
were 66 million years old, the 
researchers could compare them. 
They focused on isotopes of three 
elements: oxygen, strontium and 
carbon.

Oxygen isotopes pointed to 
what type of water the mosasaur 
lived in. Living in salt water, a 
mosasaur would have built up 
more of a heavier oxygen isotope. 
Yet the oxygen in the Hell Creek 

mosasaur tooth had more lighter 
isotopes than expected. Strontium 
and carbon isotopes showed a 
similar pattern.

The results point to the tooth’s 
owner having lived and died in 
freshwater. It was not merely a sea 
denizen that washed into a river.

Such data suggest scientists 
will have to reconsider what they 
know about mosasaur lifestyles, 
the researchers say. They shared 
their new findings in BMC 
Zoology on December 12, 2025. 
“It’s a remarkable example of a 

species apparently adapting to a 
habitat,” says Barry Albright. He’s 
a paleontologist at the University 
of North Florida in Jacksonville 
who didn’t work on the study. “It 
was entirely unexpected,” he says. 
“The reptiles were long consid-
ered to be exclusively marine.”

Nicholas Longrich works at the 
University of Bath in England. 
“In the sea, [mosasaurs] evolve 
a range of jaw shapes and tooth 
shapes, body forms and sizes,” 
this paleontologist says. “But now, 
we’re seeing them occupy other 

habitats,” he says. “It indicates 
they were diverse and thriving 
before the asteroid struck,” killing 
off much of Earth’s life 66 million 
years ago.

Diverse predators at the top of 
the food web imply diverse prey, 
Longrich points out. So what drew 
mosasaurs into rivers? Here’s one 
idea. During the Late Cretaceous, 
shallow tropical seas covered 
Earth. One of them — the Western 
Interior Seaway — split in half 
what is now North America. The 
rich ecosystems of this sea were 

full of fish and other prey for 
mosasaurs to eat. Later, as the 
continent uplifted, the sea under-
went major changes.

One change was that its salt 
levels fell. Seaway mosasaurs 
might have adapted enough to be 
able to venture into freshwater. 
That could have included the river 
channels at Hell Creek.

“It’s possible that mosasaurs 
were following prey upriver,” says 
Femke Holwerda. She’s a mosa-
saur expert at Utrecht University 
in the Netherlands.

Mosasaurs had been hardly the 
only ocean predators. They had 
rivals for food. Adapting to life 
in a river may have helped the 
Hell Creek mosasaurs occupy a 
new ecological role. Here, they 
might have competed less for 
food, Albright thinks. It wouldn’t 
be the first time aquatic life left 
the ocean. Amazon river dolphins 
adapted to live in murky rivers. 
Other ancient marine reptiles have 
been found in riverbeds, too.

“There is no reason why 
mosasaurs would have been con-
strained to only marine environ-
ments,” says Kiersten Formoso. 
A vertebrate paleobiologist, she 
works at Rutgers University in 
New Brunswick, N.J.

“It would be interesting to see 
more mosasaur fossils,” says 
Formoso. “Was this just a curious 
mosasaur?” she asks. Perhaps a 
pioneer for its species?

To gather more data, During’s 
team hopes to return to Hell 
Creek. Finding the skeleton of this 
mosasaur would be like winning 
the jackpot. By finding the entire 
body, “we could see how it adapt-
ed,” says During.

Indeed, Longrich says, mosasaur 
bones in the area might have been 
misidentified before — or even 
ignored. After all, researchers 
weren’t looking for them in river-
beds. “I can’t help but wonder if 
there are [somewhere, unidentified 
freshwater mosasaur] teeth and 
bones sitting in museum drawers.”
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Mumbai: The Delhi High 
Court was informed on 
Wednesday that the dispute 
between the producers of 
Dhurandhar and Triumurti 
Films about the purport-
ed unapproved use of the 
song Tirchi Topiwale has 
not been resolved through 
mediation. Rajiv Rai of 
Trimurti Films filed a law-
suit against Jio Studios and 
B62 Studios for alleged-
ly utilizing the song from 
his movie Tridev without 
permission in Dhurandhar 
2. The Delhi High Court 
had first requested that the 
parties mediate a settle-
ment. Bar and Bench stated 
that the court was notified 
that mediation had failed 
on Wednesday when the 
court met again. The judge 
has scheduled the trial for 
Friday, May 8.Rajiv Rai’s 
1989 film Tridev had the 
song Tirchi Topiwale, 
which was composed by 
Kalyanji-Anandji and sung 
by Sapna Mukherjee and 

Amit Kumar. The song was 
a chart-topper and has con-
tinued to be well-liked for 
more than thirty years. The 
song was featured in the 
conclusion of Dhurandhar: 
The Revenge, which was 
released in March. Rakesh 
Bedi’s character was shown 
recounting something to 
Ranveer Singh’s charac-
ter. The film’s composer, 
Shashwat Sachdeva, re-
worked the new song, Rang 
De Lal, which includes new 
lyrics and vocals. It is also 
included in the soundtrack 
of Dhurandhar 2. Follow-
ing the release of Dhurand-
har 2, Trimurti Films filed 
a lawsuit against the film’s 
producers, alleging that the 
music was utilized in the 
movie without the neces-
sary licenses or authori-
zation. Trimurti claimed 
control and/or ownership 
of the pertinent rights in 
the sound recording and 
the musical composition. 
The production company 

has claimed that the use, 
which includes unapproved 
copying and public dissem-
ination of the work, con-
stitutes copyright infringe-
ment. In an interview, 
Rajiv Rai clarified that the 
storyline as a whole was 
more important to him 
than the song’s usage on 
the soundtrack. “This is a 
theft. Yeh poori chori ban 
jaati hai. Aap isko dusri 
photo mein dalte hai alter 
kar ke, toh woh double 
chori hai (this turns into 

a theft case). It is double 
theft to utilize a music that 
has been altered in another 
movie. 

In my opinion, this is 
stealing,” the director de-
clared. Aditya Dhar’s Dhu-
randhar 2, which is current-
ly showing in theaters, was 
later ordered by the Delhi 
High Court to refrain from 
publicly accusing the de-
fendants while the matter 
was under judice. Rang De 
Lal is still included in the 
soundtrack.

Aamir Khan performs Aati Kya Khandala 
alongside Kapil Sharma and Sadia Khateeb

Mumbai: Bollywood actor 
Aamir Khan recently went to 
a special screening of Kapil 
Sharma and Neetu Kapoor’s 
film Daadi Ki Shaadi. Aamir 
was spotted hanging out with 
the actors and crew of the 
movie after the screening, 
taking part in a fun evening 
that included singing and mu-
sic. Videos from the event are 
now available on the internet.
In one of the videos, Kapil 
Sharma was seen singing 
the beloved Aaj Jaane Ki Zid 
Na Karo to everyone. Aamir 
Khan, Neetu Kapoor, and the 
others were seen applauding 
and applauding him, clearly 
thrilled. In a different clip, 
Aamir sang Aati Kya Khan-
dala from his movie Ghulam 
with Sadia Khateeb. As the 
gang enjoyed the musical 

evening together, the actor 
and Kapil were also spotted 
singing along to Papa Kehte 
Hain. 

There seemed to be a lot of 
lighthearted moments, laugh-
ter, and music at the event. 
Aamir was also spotted pos-
ing for the photographers 
with the movie’s star cast fol-

lowing the exclusive screen-
ing.Aamir had disclosed ear-
lier in 2025 that he has been 
studying classical singing for 
the previous two years. The 
actor revealed that singing is 
a kind of meditation and that 
he truly enjoys it. The com-
edy-drama, which is directed 
by Ashish R Mohan, features 

important roles for Kapil 
Sharma, Sadia Khateeb, 
Neetu Kapoor, R Sarathku-
mar, and Teju Kolhapure. 
In the teaser, Kapil’s family 
was shown to be concerned 
about his marriage until dis-
covering what seemed to be 
the ideal match in Sadia’s 
character, who is smart, at-
tractive, and a good fit for a 
joint family. But when Neetu 
Kapoor’s character, Sadia’s 
grandmother, decides to 
marry herself, things take an 
unexpected turn. Sadia’s rel-
atives are ordered to prevent 
the grandmother’s wedding 
or risk losing their alliance 
with Kapil, which causes 
upheaval within the fami-
ly.Riddhima Kapoor Sahni 
makes her Bollywood debut 
in the movie. She essays 

the role of Neetu Kapoor’s 
daughter, who opposes her 
mother’s decision to remar-
ry R Sarathkumar’s charac-
ter. The movie is slated to 
hit theaters on May 8.Aamir 
Khan is presently anticipat-
ing the premiere of his next 
film, Lahore 1947. Sunny 
Deol, Preity Zinta, Shabana 
Azmi, Karan Deol, Ali Fazal, 
and Abhimanyu Singh play 
important roles in Rajkumar 
Santoshi’s film. 

The movie, which is set 
against the backdrop of In-
dia’s 1947 Partition, was 
originally slated for release 
in January 2025 but was post-
poned because of post-pro-
duction work. It will now 
open in theaters on August 
13, 2026, over the weekend 
of Independence Day.

Saif Ali Khan and Kareena Kapoor overwhelmed 
Soha with gifts while she hosted lunch

Mumbai: Saba Patau-
di, a jewelry designer and 
sister of actor Saif Ali 
Khan, celebrated her 50th 
birthday on May 1st with 
a small family get-together 
at her house. A few days 
later, Saba wrote a touch-
ing statement thanking her 
family and friends for mak-
ing the milestone birthday 
unforgettable and posted 
pictures from the event on 
social media. Saif and Soha 
Ali Khan, her siblings, and 
their families attended the 
festivities. Saba posted a 
number of pictures and 
videos from the birthday 
celebration on Instagram 
on Wednesday. The house 
was adorned with vibrant 
balloons, including a mas-
sive “50” balloon arrange-
ment and a display that 
said “Saba’s 50th Birth-

day.” For the occasion, 
Saba looked stunning in a 
black flowery dress. Soha 
chose a chic blue co-ord 
combination, while Saif 
and Kareena Kapoor Khan 
were spotted twinning in 
white shirts and blue jeans. 
Kunal Kemmu, dressed ca-
sually, joined the festivities 
as well. The event also in-
cluded a number of Saba’s 
close friends. Saba posted 
a video of herself cutting 
two birthday cakes while 
Saif and Soha mocked and 
joked with her. The high-
light of the event was un-
doubtedly the relationship 
between the siblings. Saba 
included a lengthy thank-
you note with the pictures. 
“May 1st, 2026! Famil-
ia. 50th....Lovin it!” she 
wrote. Although there is 
still more to come, this was 

a unique start to a wonder-
ful adventure. +++ I am 
grateful to Soha for hosting 
this lunch. She also talked 
about the kind presents and 
well wishes she got from 
relatives. She wrote, “Bebo 
for the fantastic balloons, 
card, and gift..bhai too!” to 
thank Kareena. The voice 
note from Jeh Baba and the 
Inni card were treasures! 
Thank you all for making it 
unique. This year got off to 
an amazing start! I missed 
the boys. Jeh Tim Iggy and 
Sara, of course! Amma, 
too! I adore you all! Thank 
you very much.

The next film starring 
Saif Ali Khan is Pulkit’s 
Kartavya. Rasika Dugal, 
Sanjay Mishra, Saurabh 
Dwivedi, and Zakir Hus-
sain play important parts 
in the movie, which is 
supported by Red Chillies 
Entertainment. On May 15, 
the movie will be available 
on Netflix. Additionally, 
he is working on Haiwaan, 
which will be co-starring 
Akshay Kumar and direct-
ed by Priyadarshan. Megh-
na Gulzar’s upcoming film, 
Daayra, will include Kare-
ena Kapoor Khan. Prithvi-
raj Sukumaran also appears 
in the movie, though the re-
lease date has not yet been 
disclosed.

The IPL caused Samantha Ruth Prabhu’s next 
movie, Maa Inti Bangaaram, to be delayed

Mumbai: Fans of Saman-
tha Ruth Prabhu are waiting 
even longer for her next mov-
ie. And cricket is the cause.

The actor’s film Maa Inti 
Bangaaram has been delayed 
from its May 15 release date. 
On June 19, 2026, it will now 

be released globally.
The decision was made in 

order to prevent a conflict 
with the ongoing Indian Pre-
miere League (IPL) season. 
According to the creators, this 
action has been performed 
so that Sunrisers Hyderabad 
supporters in Telugu states 
can devote all of their atten-
tion to cheering on their side. 
The family action drama Maa 
Inti Bangaaram is directed by 
Nandini Reddy and produced 
by Samantha, her husband, 
filmmaker Raj Nidimoru, and 
Himank Duvvuru.

 Alongside Sree Mukhi, 
Gautami, Anand, Lakshmi, 
Srinivas Gavireddy, and Man-
jusha, it also has Diganth and 
Gulshan Devaiah in signifi-
cant parts.

Amidst the India-Pakistan crisis, Ranbir Kapoor became 
concerned when Neetu Kapoor shot for Daadi Ki Shaadi

Mumbai: Bollywood star Neetu Ka-
poor is getting ready for the premiere of 
her next movie, Daadi Ki Shaadi. Recent 
discussions about the movie have uncov-
ered some fascinating behind-the-scenes 
details. In a promotional conversation, 
Neetu remembered how, at the height 
of the India-Pakistan crisis at the time, 
her son Ranbir Kapoor became worried 
about her safety while she was filming in 
Shimla. Co-actor Kapil Sharma revealed 
that a number of unforeseen circumstanc-
es emerged during the film’s develop-
ment. “So many things happened during 
the making of this film,” he remarked. At 
that point, the situation had grown ex-
tremely dire and the conflict had begun. 
Ranbir may have given you a call.Neetu 
attested to this and described her son’s 
response to the circumstance. “Yes, Ran-
bir called me and said, ‘Mumma, please 
come back,’” she recalled. “This is the 
safest place right now, nobody is going 
to drop bombs here,” I told him. No one 
spoke when the conflict began. Everyone 
agreed that we would keep working. Ev-
eryone was giddy with anticipation for 
the movie and its surroundings. No one 
desired to depart. The film’s star, Riddhi-
ma Kapoor Sahni, also talked about the 
mood on set. According to her, there was 

a great sense of camaraderie among the 
team members, making it hard for any-
one to think about quitting in the middle. 
She claimed that the picture was made 
with a great deal of affection, which was 
evident in the way the staff and actors 
collaborated throughout the schedule.
Neetu also emphasized how Shimla’s 
special shooting conditions helped the 
team come together. She disclosed that 
vanity vans, which are typically a staple 
element on movie sets, were not available 
on location. The team stayed in cottages 
rather than hotels because of space lim-
itations, Kapil continued. Because of this 

arrangement, the cast was able to spend 
more time together, which improved their 
relationship and increased their enjoy-
ment of the process.Produced by RTake 
Studios and BeingU Studios, Daadi Ki 
Shaadi is a family comedy-drama direct-
ed by Ashish R Mohan. Sadia Khateeb, 
Teju Kolhapuri, and R. Sarathkumar also 
play significant parts in the movie. In it, 
Riddhima Kapoor Sahni makes her Hindi 
film debut as Neetu Kapoor’s on-screen 
daughter, who disagrees with her moth-
er’s choice to get married again. On May 
8, which is Mother’s Day, the movie is set 
to open in theaters.

Alia Bhatt will return to the 
2026 Cannes Film Festival
Mumbai: Bollywood ce-

lebrities Aishwarya Rai, 
Alia Bhatt, and Aditi Rao 
Hydari are prepared to 
showcase their best clothes 
to the esteemed event and 
add a dash of Bollywood 
glitz to the global film 
festival as the much antic-
ipated Cannes Film Fes-
tival gets ready to unveil 
its iconic red carpet.As 
worldwide ambassadors for 
the beauty company L’Ore-
al Paris, Aishwarya, Alia, 
and Aditi will be making 
a comeback to the event to 
represent India. The dates 
of the film festival are May 
12–May 23. L’Oreal Paris 
is celebrating its 29th an-
niversary at the movie gala.
As the worldwide spokes-
person for the cosmetics 
brand L’Oreal Paris, Alia 
made her red carpet debut 
at the Cannes Film Festival 
last year. She can’t wait to 
celebrate sisterhood once 
more. ”It feels incredibly 
special to return to Cannes 
for the second time,” Alia 
stated, expressing her de-
light over her return to the 
festival. I am genuinely 
thrilled to be returning for 
what seems to be an even 
bigger celebration this 
year because last year was 
such an amazing experi-
ence. It is an honor to be a 
part of this journey with a 
company that so fervently 
supports women’s empow-
erment and worth. There 
is a lovely spirit here, one 
of sisterhood and the cele-
bration of female voices.” 
Aditi views the internation-
al stage as a celebration of 
women’s liberation, thus 
being a part of the Cannes 
Film Festival means more 
to her than just fashion 

and movies.True beauty, 
in my opinion, is found in 
confidently owning your 
uniqueness and accepting 
who you are without apol-
ogy. “I think every wom-
an deserves to feel seen, 
valued, worthy, and that 
message resonates deep-
ly with me,” Aditi added. 
“Cannes is such an iconic 
global platform, and being 
part of this journey with a 
brand that has consistent-
ly championed women’s 
empowerment makes it in-
credibly meaningful.” Ac-
tor and ambassador Gillian 
Anderson will serve as a 
juror for the beauty brand’s 
sixth L’Oréal Paris Lights 
on Women’s Worth Award, 
which will be presented at 
the film festival. ”Twen-
ty-nine years at Cannes has 
shown us how profoundly 
this stage can amplify voic-
es that deserve to be heard 
globally,” stated Dario 
Zizzi, General Manager 
of the cosmetics brand, 
regarding this year’s par-
ticipation. This year is es-
pecially significant because 
Indian beauty and inven-
tiveness are showcased on 
the most famous red carpet 
in the world, demonstrating 
how far we’ve come as a 
society. For us, Cannes has 
always been about support-
ing the women who are re-
defining culture, film, and 
beauty on their own terms 
rather than merely glamor. 
Gillian Anderson, Simone 
Ashley, Jane Fonda, Ari-
ana Greenblatt, Aja Nao-
mi King, Eva Longoria, 
Andie MacDowell, Carlos 
Sainz Jr., and Bebe Vio are 
among the stars on the list 
in addition to Aishwarya, 
Alia, and Aditi.

Netflix will start streaming 
Kartavya on May 15

Mumbai: The teaser for the new crime dra-
ma Kartavya, which stars Saif Ali Khan, has 
been released on Netflix.The movie, which 
was produced by Gauri Khan and directed by 
Pulkit under the Red Chillies Entertainment 
banner, will debut on Netflix on May 15.A 
morally complex world where responsibil-
ity, power, and interpersonal strife collide is 
presented in the trailer.Saif Ali Khan portrays 
Pawan, a police officer who is under tremen-
dous scrutiny for failing to shield a journalist 
who is shot while he is on duty.Senior officials 
put increasing pressure on Pawan, leading to 
a high-stakes manhunt that reveals a network 
of deceit and manipulation.His personal life 
starts to fall apart in tandem with the inquiry 
when a disagreement with his brother puts his 
family in danger. The narrative follows Pawan 
as he battles to strike a balance between his 
commitments to his family and his career, 
with each choice having dire repercussions.
Saurabh Dwivedi, Manish Chaudhari, Zakir 
Hussain, Rasika Dugal, and Sanjay Mishra all 
play significant roles in the movie. ”Pawan is 
a man constantly negotiating with himself—

between what he believes is right, what is 
expected of him, and what he must protect,” 
Saif Ali Khan said in reference to the movie. 
I was drawn to Kartavya because it doesn’t 
provide simple solutions, puts you in awk-
ward circumstances, and makes you consid-
er what you would do if every decision had 
a personal consequence, according to a press 
release. ”Working with Pulkit and the entire 
cast made this journey even more compelling 
and thrilling,” he continued. Working with 
Red Chillies Entertainment on a multi-lay-
ered project for the first time has been really 
thrilling,” the press release stated.The film is 
an investigation of moral ambiguity and hu-
man strife, according to director Pulkit.In the 
gray world of Kartavya, every decision has a 
price and certainty is never attainable. “We set 
out to create a grounded, emotionally charged 
story that explores the human conflict at its 
core, looking beyond the surface of crime,” he 
stated. ”All the actors have brought immense 
depth to their characters, and Saif Ali Khan 
has brought remarkable restraint to a deeply 
conflicted role, the film invites audiences to 
reflect on what justice really means when per-
sonal stakes are involved,” he continued. We 
are thrilled to share this narrative with viewers 
around the globe, and my second partnership 
with Red Chillies Entertainment and Netflix 
has been immensely rewarding.”

Kartavya, which is described as a charac-
ter-driven criminal drama, examines issues of 
justice, morality, and consequence in the con-
text of a suspenseful investigation.

Netflix will start streaming Kartavya on 
May 15.

Rajiv Rai, the maker of Dhurandhar, is being tried for 
allegedly using Tirchi Topiwale without permission

Bollywood racism is revealed 
by Dibyendu Bhattacharya

Mumbai: Bollywood actress Dibyendu Bhattacharya has discussed racism in the film industry, 
describing it as a pervasive issue that still influences casting choices. The actor revealed a personal 
story in a recent interview to show how prejudice based on skin color persists in the business. In 
an interview with Bollywood Bubble, Dibyendu disclosed that a few days prior to the shoot, he 
was substituted in an advertisement. “This is a problem, and it is deeply ingrained,” he stated. I 
was cast for a commercial a few days ago, and after four to five days of discussions, the shoot was 
scheduled to take place three days later. I then said, “Are we doing the shoot or not?” “Nahi Dada, 
aapko replace kiya kyunki aap kaale ho aur kaala actor nahi chahiye,” they exclaimed. He went on 
to say that the creators used these precise words and that since he is at ease with who he is, he was 
not particularly impacted by the remark. He did, however, note that such occurrences are indicative 
of a more serious issue with the system. He claims that the problem is related to how people are 
conditioned from an early age and extends beyond personal experiences. ”It’s very unfortunate par 
aap kuch nahi kar sakte ho,” he remarked. Jab Aapki buniyaad hi, social ethics and conventions are 
introduced in primary education, but you can’t really do anything. This cannot be accomplished 
if social ethics and norms are not introduced from the very beginning, during basic education. He 
contrasted this with nations like Korea and Japan, where the educational systems, in his opinion, 
instill empathy and discipline in young children. Dibyendu went on to say that rather than being 
strengthened by education, such values are frequently dependent on upbringing at home in India. 
He claimed that although society as a whole does not always play that role, a youngster can grow 
up to be well-mannered provided the values at home are solid. The most recent appearance of 
Dibyendu was in Undekhi Season 4, which debuted on SonyLIV on May 1. The musical, which 
has gotten mixed reviews, is directed by Ashish R. Shukla and features important roles for Harsh 
Chhaya, Surya Sharma, Ankur Rathee, and Gautam Rode.Prior to this, he starred in the critically 
acclaimed Netflix series Maamla Legal Hai 2. Ravi Kishan, Naila Grrewal, Nidhi Bisht, Anant 
Joshi, Tanvi Azmi, and Kusha Kapila were among the actors that had significant roles in the show.
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New Delhi: In the IPL, the margin of error is consistently small. Often, even taking a chance ends up being vital. In the IPL 2026 match against Sunrisers Hyder-
abad on Wednesday, Punjab Kings shown carelessness in that area. Sunrisers Hyderabad buried Punjab under a massive total, winning their IPL match by 33 runs to 
take the top spot in the points table here on Wednesday. Punjab made three catches in all at the drop of a hat. Ishan Kishan scored 55 off 32 balls in Sunrisers’ more 
than healthy total of 235 for 4, while Heinrich Klaasen continued his outstanding consistency with a 43-ball 69. In addition to making breakthroughs, SRH captain 
Pat Cummins (2/34 in 4 overs) and their best bowler of the season, Eshan Malinga (1/34 in 4 overs), produced 21 dot balls to limit the visitors to 202 for 7 on a calm 
surface.The only thing that kept PBKS in the game after a lackluster powerplay performance was Cooper Connolly’s century (107 not out off 59 balls). As a result, 
PBKS lost their eighth straight IPL match in Hyderabad.With the sixth victory, SRH moved up to the top of the 10-team standings with 14 points. They will reach the 
magic number of 16 points with one more win in the last three games, which should be sufficient to guarantee a postseason berth. The Punjab Kings, who have lost 
three straight games and are in a short slump, will point the finger at their terrible fielding, which was a major factor in their loss. The vice skipper was fortunate to 
escape a regulation stumping opportunity that was mishandled by Prabhsimran, whose glovework hasn’t been up to par. The Kishan-Klaasen pair were dropped three 
times, all of which were sitters. In a disappointing match for Yuzvendra Chahal, he was let down by teammates Shashank Singh and Lockie Ferguson, who dropped 
crucial catches. Coach Ricky Ponting acknowledged the team’s struggle with catching this season, highlighting Shashank’s recent return from injury. Despite their 
errors, Sunrisers batters, led by Klaasen and Kishan, capitalized on these opportunities, with contributions from Abhishek Sharma and Travis Head helping to set a 
formidable total. Nitish Reddy’s cameo further strengthened the score. Chahal’s performance (1 for 32) stood out given the team’s fielding troubles, culminating in 
three dropped catches as SRH hit 17 sixes, demonstrating their dominance at the crease.

New Delhi: In the first part of the 
season, Punjab Kings appeared to be 
the team to beat. They led the points 
table and went undefeated in their 
first seven games. They chased down 
a record 265 against the Delhi Cap-
itals last month, which best demon-
strated the breadth of their firepower. 
However, the team has lost three 
straight games, ending their win-
ning run since the beginning of this 
month. Although bowling was found 
to be the main problem, the losses 
also revealed a persistent issue that 
had gone mostly unnoticed through-
out the wins. This season, Punjab’s 
catch efficiency percentage of 73.6% 
is only superior to Delhi Capitals’ 
64%. They have dropped 15 catch-
es in total, including three against 
Sunrisers Hyderabad on Wednesday 
night at the Rajiv Gandhi Internation-

al Stadium. This expensive error was 
a major factor in their 33-run loss.

Shashank Singh, who has already 
lost five catches this season, wasn’t 

the only offender on the night PBKS 
fell from the top spot. As SRH rose 
to the top of the standings, Lockie 
Ferguson and Cooper Connolly 
also missed easy opportunities.SRH 
wicketkeeper-batter Ishan Kishan, 
who had been dropped twice during 
the innings, viciously ridiculed 
PBKS in an Instagram post that said, 
“Catch me if you can,” following 
the terrible fielding performance. 
After the third consecutive loss, 
Punjab skipper Shreyas Iyer did not 
hold back. He referred to the missed 
catches as “the biggest setback” and 
implied that PBKS would have been 
chasing “30-40 runs fewer” if the op-
portunities had been seized.

Ishan benefited twice and went on 
to score a half-century. He pushed 
Ferguson in the direction of Con-
nolly at deep square-leg in the ninth 

over, providing the first reprieve. 
Ferguson himself misread a catch at 
fine leg on the eleventh over, result-
ing in the second. When Kishan was 
dropped the first time, he was on 9 
off 9 balls, and the second time, he 
was on 18 off 14. 

Another hitter given a lifeline was 
Heinrich Klaasen, and PBKS also 
lost a stumping opportunity thanks 
to wicketkeeper Prabhsimran Singh. 
It was crucial that we carry out our 
plans, and we did. After the game, 
PBKS spin-bowling coach Sairaj 
Bahutule stated, “Unfortunately, 
catches were dropped, and I think 
that hurt us.””It was crucial to take 
those catches because Heinrich 
Klaasen and Ishan Kishan are such 
players that they will score—and 
score quickly—if you tend to drop 
catches.”

New Delhi, May 07: At least three indi-
viduals have been detained for questioning 
in relation to the murder of Chandranath 
Rath, who served as the personal assistant 
to Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Su-
vendu Adhikari. This incident occurred as 
Rath was returning home when he was shot 
at point-blank range by unidentified assail-
ants. The attack involved two motorcycles 
and a car that was used to block Rath’s 
vehicle, leading to a rapid getaway after 
the shooting.Chandranath Rath had been 
Adhikari’s PA for approximately five years 
and played a crucial role in his electoral 
campaigns in Nandigram and Bhabanipur, 
where Adhikari emerged victorious over 
incumbent chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee. Following the incident, Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah was informed, under-
scoring the seriousness of the situation.
As per eyewitness reports, three helmeted 
assailants executed the attack and fled on 
motorcycles, abandoning the blocking ve-
hicle, which had tampered number plates 
traced back to another car registered in 
Siliguri. A local resident observed the 
shooting and reported details to the media. 
Suspicions arose regarding the premed-
itated nature of the attack, with Adhikari 
claiming that the killers had conducted re-
connaissance for two to three days prior.

While Rath succumbed to his injuries, 
his driver, Budddadeb Bera, sustained crit-
ical injuries, and a third BJP worker in the 
vehicle escaped unharmed by hiding. Po-
lice and forensic teams have been on-site 
gathering evidence and analyzing CCTV 
footage, which suggests the crime vehicle 
was in proximity to the crime scene several 
hours before the shooting.

The emotional impact of Rath’s death 
was expressed by his mother, Hasirani 
Rath, who indicated suspicions toward the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) party and re-
quested life imprisonment for the culprits 
rather than the death penalty, emphasizing 
her anguish over her son’s senseless mur-
der.

New Delhi, May 07: More 
than 103 hectares of West 
Bengal’s reserved and pro-
tected forest area must be 
diverted in order to build a 
235-kilometer greenfield ex-
pressway that connects Vara-
nasi and Kolkata, according 
to a panel of experts from 
the environment ministry.A 
portion of the ₹9,250 crore 
National Highways Author-
ity of India project, which 
calls for building a four-to 
six-lane motorway, will also 
go through a tiger landscape. 
The 444th meeting of the ex-
pert panel, also known as the 
expert appraisal committee, 

took place between April 23 
and April 24 and covered the 
project’s specifics.

According to the meet-
ing minutes, 40,000 trees 

in non-forest regions and 
10,000 in forest areas will 
need to be felled as part 
of the project, which will 
span the districts of Purulia, 

Bankura, Pashchim Med-
nipur, Hoogli, and How-
rah.”The elephant corridors 
are crossing the present 
highway alignment at dif-

ferent location” despite the 
fact that the Jangal Mahal 
Elephant Corridor is situat-
ed 7.75 kilometers south of 
the project. ”The committee 
was of the view that wildlife 
crossing structures shall be 
strictly as per recommenda-
tions of the DFO including 
the recommendations for 
300 metres span and no un-
derpass shall be of the span 
lesser than that prescribed 
by the DFO,” as per the 
minutes of the meeting.Ad-
ditionally, according to the 
EAC, animal underpasses 
must be eight to ten meters 
high.

As the Punjab Kings lose three straight games, Ricky 
Ponting makes an incredible “virus” remark

After PBKS implodes in a dropped-catch horror 
versus SRH, Ishan Kishan twists the knife

Three persons are being held in relation to 
Suvendu Adhikari’s assistant’s murder

The Varanasi to Kolkata expressway has been approved 
by the Environment Ministry’s expert panel

New Delhi: Gautam Gam-
bhir is still a divisive figure 
in Indian cricket despite all of 
his achievements on the field. 
Atul Wassan, a former crick-
et player for India, recently 
made a startling remark on 
Gambhir’s combative na-
ture. Gambhir’s “ego is on a 
different level,” according to 
Wassan, who also asserted 
that certain Indian players are 
dissatisfied with his manage-
ment style. Wassan discussed 
previous encounters between 
Gambhir and renowned Indi-
an batsman Virat Kohli, but 
he declined to disclose the 
players’ names. Wassan al-
leged that Gambhir had been 
a bully since he was a young 
boy.Since he was a little child, 
I have personally known him. 
I’ve had problems with him. 
It’s either my way or the high-
way with him. In an interview 
with Vickey Lalwani, Wassan 
stated, “He is like that, and he 
would bully a lot, even in Del-
hi cricket.” ”His disposition 
has always been that way. He 
is smart, wealthy, and a great 
player. He believes that if he 
claims it’s night when it’s 
morning, people will assume 
it’s night since he has an ex-
tremely high ego. Get in line. 
You are on my hit list if you 
don’t comply. He’ll attempt 
to hurt you, but he’s accom-
plished a lot in cricket thanks 
to his nature,” he continued. 
Wassan questioned Gam-
bhir’s aggressiveness, specu-

lating that his confrontational 
demeanor is what makes him 
the finest player on the field.
His character is what made 
him the player he became. He 
had to fight in order to give it 
his all. He most likely goes 
to his house and battles with 
the window. But now that 
he’s retired, he hasn’t realized 
when to give up.He is chal-
lenging Virat Kohli because 
of his excessive aggression 
and alpha-male attitude from 
Delhi, according to Wassan. 
After analyzing Gambhir’s 
temperament, Wassan made 
the harsh assertion that sev-
eral Team India players are 
dissatisfied with the head 
coach’s methods.All of the 
players can’t be in a very 
happy place, I’m sure. There 
will be someone dozing off on 
needles. Personal preferences 
and dislikes do occur, espe-
cially when a person has such 
a strong personality. It’s okay 
to lead them with a stick and 
have personal preferences as 
long as you continue to win. 
However, you must pay atten-
tion to criticism if you lose,” 
he stated. Wassan declined to 
reveal the identity of any play-
er who might be unhappy with 
Gambhir’s management.I 
know a couple of them, but 
they won’t be honest about it. 
In this show, I am unable to 
mention their names. Every-
one is aware of the situation. 
However, if you win after ex-
cluding those players, it’s all 
yours. No one will pay atten-
tion to the player because it’s 
a team sport. Wassan came to 
the conclusion that the coach 
is correct and the player is in-
correct if the coach prevails 
despite everything.

Gautam Gambhir is the target 
of shocking allegations

New Delhi, May 07: In the midst of fierce 
competition for the top position, the 63-mem-
ber Congress Legislature Party (CLP) in 
Kerala formally authorized the party leader-
ship on Thursday to select the nominee for 
the chief minister’s position.Following the 
parliamentary party’s meeting in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Chalakudy member Saneesh 
Kumar Joseph told reporters, “The party 
passed a one-line resolution asking the high 
command to take the decision (on the CM’s 
post).”Sunny Joseph, the head of the Kera-
la Pradesh Congress Committee, introduced 
the formal motion, which was approved with 
the backing of prominent figures including 
VD Satheesan, the opposition leader in the 
departing assembly, and 69-year-old Ra-
mesh Chennithala, a former Kerala minister 
and opposition leader. The two veterans and 
AICC general secretary (organization) Venu-
gopal (63), an Alappuzha Lok Sabha mem-
ber, are thought to be competing for the top 
position.Over the course of the following few 
hours, senior Congress leaders Ajay Maken 
and Mukul Wasnik, observers assigned by 
the AICC leadership, met one-on-one with 
the 63 lawmakers at Indira Bhawan, the par-
ty headquarters, to learn about their prefer-
ences.The bulk of MLAs have declared their 
support for Venugopal’s camp. According to 
reports, Satheesan’s group emphasized that 
he had the support of all significant allies, 
including the Communist Marxist Party, 
Kerala Congress (Joseph), and Indian Union 
Muslim League (IUML). After ten years of 

Left administration, the Congress-led Unit-
ed Democratic Front (UDF) won a landslide 
victory in the Kerala assembly elections on 
April 9. In the 140-member assembly, the 
UDF secured 102 seats.Chennithala’s fac-
tion has maintained that he should be given 
the head position due to his knowledge in ad-
ministrative matters and seniority within the 
state unit. Venugopal did not run for office, 
but Satheesan and Chennithala were elected 
from their respective strongholds of Para-
voor and Haripad. The Muvattupuzha seat 
winner, Mathew Kuzhalnadan, declared that 
all lawmakers would follow the high com-
mand’s ruling.”The Congress must no longer 
be depicted by the media as being confused. 
As a national party, we have produced nu-
merous PMs and CMs. After attending the 
legislature party meeting, he declared, “We 
have the ability to choose the next CM.”

Congress MLAs request that party leadership choose 
Kerala’s chief minister and enact a resolution

New Delhi, May 07: When a 27-year-old Bengaluru engineer used a “gay dating app” to find a 
mate, he fell into the hands of thieves who wounded him, made him reveal his UPI password, and 
stole from him.For the past three years, the Chikkajala-based civil engineer has been interacting 
and socializing with individuals via the Grindr dating app, which bills itself as a dating service for 
the “GBTQ” community.A person he had connected with on the dating app called the victim and 
asked him to meet at Palanahalli Gate on Bagalur Road, according to the First Information Report 
(FIR) filed at Yelahanka Police Station. He took a bus to get there. Four guys confronted him as 
soon as he arrived and led him to Jayamuni Layout, which is close to Northgate Company. They 
began verbally harassing him and threatening to tell his family and friends about his dating app us-
age.He was led by the soldiers to a remote location close to the Canadian School in Venkatala. One 
of the assailants demanded that he give up his cell phone and UPI password while threatening him 
with a knife.He was stabbed in the head, wrist, ribs, abdomen, and neck by the assailants.A rob-
bery case has been filed by the Yelahanka Police in accordance with applicable Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita regulations. The group transferred money from his SBI bank account to their accounts 
using his UPI password, according to the FIR. Police later claimed that about Rs 15,000 had been 
transferred to another PhonePe account, despite the FIR mentioning a transfer of Rs 16,000. The 
man, who was bleeding and severely hurt, called his friend, who took him to Valence Hospital on 
Bagalur Main Road for medical attention.Four suspects—Darshan, Sunil, Chandan, and another 
associate—have been taken into custody by the police. They claimed that before to the crime, the 
accused had been corresponding with the victim via the app for a few days.

Bengaluru Civil Engineer Drawn in by a Gay 
Dating App Robbed and stabbed

In Yamuna, UP’s Hamirpur, a boat capsizes, drowning five 
children and a lady; an 11-year-old is missing

New Delhi, May 07:  A boat capsized in the 
Yamuna River here, killing five people, includ-
ing four children, and leaving an 11-year-old 
kid unaccounted for, according to authorities on 

Thursday.They claimed that nine individuals, 
excluding the boatman, were returning from a 
river island on Wednesday night in Kutubpur 
Patiya hamlet under Bhauli gram panchayat in 
the Kurara police station area.Around 7 p.m., 
the boat lost its equilibrium in the middle of 
the river and capsized, according to the police. 
Vishnu, Rinku, and Parul were all saved by 
boatman Dheeru.Akanksha (9), Rani (9), Bri-
jrani (25), Labhyansh (5), Mahesh (6), and Adi-
tya (11), the remaining six—five children and a 
woman—went missing, according to the author-
ities.Rescue crews found the dead of Akanksha, 
Labhyansh, Mahesh, Rani, and Brijrani later on 
Thursday.

According to SHO Brijesh Kumar, personnel 
are having trouble with the rescue effort be-
cause of the intense rain that has been falling 

since the morning. Aditya is still unaccounted 
for, and efforts are underway to find him.Teams 
from the State Disaster Response Force and the 
National Disaster Response Force were con-
ducting the search, according to District Mag-
istrate Abhishek Goyal.”We will ensure com-
pensation to the affected families in accordance 
with the rules and submit a report to the chief 
minister on the incident,” stated Manoj Prajapa-
ti, a BJP MLA from Hamirpur. Chief Minister 
Adityanath has acknowledged the incident and 
instructed the district government to look into 
the accident’s cause and implement practical 
solutions to stop similar incidents in the future.
Senior district authorities were also given in-
structions by the chief minister to personally 
oversee the search efforts and make sure the im-
pacted families received all aid possible.

New Delhi: Holders Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG) ad-
vanced to the Champions 
League final after a 1-1 
draw against Bayern Mu-
nich, winning 6-5 on ag-
gregate. 

The match began dra-
matically, with Ousmane 
Dembele scoring for PSG 
less than three minutes in, 
giving them a two-goal ad-
vantage in the tie.

 Despite Bayern’s Harry 
Kane scoring in stoppage 
time, PSG effectively con-

tained their opponents’ at-
tack. Forward Desire Doue 
praised the match, empha-
sizing it as a dream scenar-
io.

 PSG faces Premier 
League leaders Arsenal in 
the final on May 30 in Bu-
dapest and seeks to become 
the second team to win 
back-to-back titles since 
Real Madrid in 1990.

 Bayern criticized refer-
eeing decisions but strug-
gled to find their form, 
contrasting their previous 

high-scoring match against 
PSG. Both teams rotated 
players, and while Bayern 
showed initial promise, 
they failed to capitalize 
despite dominating posses-
sion. 

PSG’s strategy shifted to 
a more defensive approach 
in the second half, ab-
sorbing Bayern’s pressure 
while maintaining count-
er-attacking threats, ulti-
mately sealing their place 
in the final despite late ef-
forts from the hosts.

PSG defeats Bayern Munich to go to 
the UEFA Champions League Final



10
SPORTS FRIDAY 08 MAY 2026

Northeast Chronicle

For any queries or clarifications, please reach out at the contact details: 
contact@northeastchronicle.com

PBKS Spin Coach Explains Why Cooper Connolly’s 
Century For SRH Represented More Than Just Runs

New Delhi: Cooper Con-
nolly came into the IPL with-
out a lot of hype around him 
apart from his exploits in the 
Big Bash League. Howev-
er, just like his idol Shaun 
Marsh did for the fran-
chise during his time in the 
competition, Connolly has 
quickly established himself 
as a run-machine for Punjab. 
Bought for Rs. 3 Cr, Con-
nolly has filled up the void 
left by Josh Inglis at No.3 
and has scored 377 runs in 
10 matches at a strike-rate 
of 171.36 and an average of 
53.86. His latest outing saw 
him score a fighting 107 for 
PBKS in their loss to SRH. 
Speaking at the press con-
ference after the game, the 
PBKS spin-bowling coach 
Sairaj Bahutule said that 
Connolly has a good head on 
his shoulders and tipped him 
for success with the Austra-

lian team. “He is somebody 
who’s very positive and he’s 
a great potential,” Bahutule 
said in the press conference. 
“Definitely he’ll play a long 
period for Australia. He’s a 
very good allrounder in the 
making, fabulous fielder. 
And he’s got a good head 

on his shoulders.” While 
Connolly doesn’t get men-
tioned alongside the likes 
of Priyansh Arya, Prabh-
simran Singh and PBKS 
captain Shreyas Iyer for 
their destructive batting, 
the southpaw played one of 
the best knocks of his ca-

reer on Wednesday, May 6. 
But at the Uppal, Priyansh, 
Prabhsimran and Iyer con-
tributed just 9 runs from 12 
balls in the chase, Connolly 
fought till the very end. This 
ensured that the margin of 
the loss was less in the end 
and it didn’t take a big toll 

on PBKS’ net run-rate. Ba-
hutule was happy to see how 
well Connolly has adapted 
to Indian conditions and 
playing in the IPL. “He’s a 
team man,” Bahutule said. 
“For today’s conditions, we 
knew at some stage [that] it 
was a losing cause, but he 
just made sure that the mo-
mentum is on and see how 
we can get closer to the total. 
Because obviously things 
like these also help us in our 
net run-rate. That’s what he 
did beautifully. I think he’s 
learning, you know, be-
ing in India, playing in the 
conditions and the way he 
has adapted as an overseas 
player has been fabulous to 
see at that age [22] to come 
and to really play in different 
venues, different pitches and 
perform so well.” PBKS will 
next be in action against DC 
on Monday, May 11.

Jitesh Sharma Leads NECO Master 
Blaster In Quest For Another Title

Nagpur: Defending cham-
pions NECO Master Blaster 
have expressed strong con-
fidence ahead of Season 2 of 
the Vidarbha Premier League 
(VPL), following the success-
ful assembly of a formidable 
men’s squad at the recent 
player auction. Led by captain 
Jitesh Sharma, the men’s team 

retains its core strength while 
welcoming key additions 
to further bolster the squad. 
The franchise has focused on 
achieving the right balance be-
tween continuity, experienced 
performers, and emerging 
talent, including the addition 
of Harsh Dubey, who brings 
valuable top-level experience, 

according to a press release 
from the franchise. Speaking 
on the team’s preparations, 
Anand Jayaswal, Owner - 
NECO Master Blaster, said, 
“We approached the auction 
with clarity and purpose. The 
aim was to strengthen the 
team in the right areas while 
continuing to build.

Iran Demands FIFA Guarantees For Respect 
Before Playing World Cup In United States

Iran Seeks FIFA Guarantees For Participation
New Delhi: Iran football federation 

chief Mehdi Taj said on Wednesday 
that he will meet FIFA president Gi-
anni Infantino in the coming days to 
seek assurances that Iran will be treated 
with respect during the World Cup in 
the United States, as growing political 
tensions cast uncertainty over the coun-
try’s participation in the tournament. 
Taj’s planned talks with Infantino come 
after Canada last week denied him entry 
because of his past links to the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), a 
force designated as a terrorist organisa-
tion by both the US and Canada. 

The development has intensified con-
cerns within Iran’s football establish-
ment ahead of the World Cup, where 
Team Melli are scheduled to be based 
in the US and play all three of their 
group-stage matches. Speaking to state 
broadcaster IRIB in Tehran, Taj warned 
that Iran could reconsider participat-
ing in the tournament if FIFA failed to 
guarantee what he described as respect 
for the country and its institutions. “We 
will tell FIFA what our expectations 
are. If they can address them, we will 
definitely participate,” Taj said. “But if 
there is no guarantee, then no one has 
the right to insult us or the pillars of our 
system. If this path of disrespect con-
tinues, we may make a different deci-
sion.” The issue has added a political 
dimension to Iran’s World Cup prepa-

rations at a time when tensions sur-
rounding the country have already es-
calated following the conflict triggered 
by US and Israeli air strikes on Iran in 
late February. On Wednesday, Iran’s 
foreign ministry spokesperson Esmail 
Baghaei backed Taj’s position, saying 
FIFA and the host nations had a respon-
sibility to ensure Iran could compete 
without political interference. “Our na-
tional football team is not simply trav-
elling to the United States, it is going 
there to participate in the FIFA World 
Cup,” Baghaei told reporters in Tehran. 
“Host governments have a clear obliga-
tion under FIFA regulations to provide 
the necessary arrangements and visas 
without political motives.” Away from 
the off-field uncertainty, Taj said Iran 

would announce a preliminary 30-man 
squad this week before trimming it to 
the final 26 following a training camp 
in Turkey. Head coach Amir Ghalenoei 
said the team plans to arrive in the US 
two weeks before the tournament be-
gins, although efforts to arrange warm-
up matches have faced setbacks, with 
several teams reportedly pulling out at 
the last minute. Iran are scheduled to 
open their World Cup campaign against 
New Zealand in Los Angeles on June 
15, with Tucson, Arizona set to serve as 
the team’s tournament base. For now, 
however, Iran’s World Cup prepara-
tions remain split between football and 
diplomacy, with the federation seeking 
FIFA guarantees before fully commit-
ting to participation in the tournament.

World Athletics Day: Khel Mahakumbh Nurtures 
Talent Across Gujarat’s Village And State Levels
Gandhinagar: The youth 

of Gujarat are making the 
state proud in the field of 
sports and are increasingly 
taking it up as a profession, 
guided by the far-sighted 
vision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. In 2010, as 
the then Chief Minister of 
Gujarat, he launched Khel 
Mahakumbh. This innova-
tive initiative has brought 
new energy to athletes and 
encouraged talent to emerge 
from even the remotest ar-
eas, according to a press 
release from Gujarat CMO. 
World Athletics Day is ob-
served annually on 7 May 
to raise awareness among 
young people about the im-
portance of fitness, disci-
pline, and sports. 

The theme for 2026, 
‘Sport: Building Bridg-
es, Breaking Barriers’, re-
flects the role of athletics 
in strengthening youth and 
promoting unity, equality, 
and social cohesion through 
physical activity. Athletics is 
known as the foundation of 
all sports, forming the base 
for overall sporting devel-
opment. The athletics com-
petition organised under the 
Khel Mahakumbh initiative 
in Gujarat is taking this vi-
sion forward, providing ath-

letes from the village to the 
state level with a platform to 
showcase their talent. This 
year, the state-level athlet-
ics competition under Khel 
Mahakumbh 2025 was held 
at Nadiad in Kheda district 
from 16 January to 3 Febru-
ary, with 9,383 athletes from 
across the state participating 
enthusiastically. 

The competition was or-
ganised by the state gov-
ernment at the High Per-
formance Centre under the 
leadership of Chief Minister 
Shri Bhupendra Patel. The 
participants included 4,694 

boys and 4,689 girls across 
Under-9, Under-11, Un-
der-14, Under-17, and open 
age groups, reflecting the 
growing interest and wide 
participation in sports across 
Gujarat. 390 events were 
organised in the state-level 
athletics competition of Khel 
Mahakumbh 2025, covering 
30m to 5000m running, 80m, 
100m, 110m and 400m hur-
dles, long jump, high jump, 
pole vault, triple jump, shot 
put, discus throw, javelin 
throw, hammer throw, relay, 
and race walking. Players 
who performed well received 

medals and tracksuits. Khel 
Mahakumbh has helped Gu-
jarat produce talented ath-
letes such as Sarita Gayak-
wad, Mayur Malviya, Ruchit 
Mori and Murali Gavit. Sar-
ita Gayakwad, known as the 
‘Golden Girl’ of Dang, won 
a gold medal in the women’s 
4x400m relay at the Asian 
Games 2018, while Murali 
Gavit earned a bronze medal 
in the men’s 10,000m event 
at the 2019 Asian Athletics 
Championships, bringing 
glory to Gujarat. The state 
government continues to 
support such athletes and 
promote the steady growth 
of sports across the state. 
Captain de Leede expressed 
excitement at leading the 
team into uncharted territo-
ry. “We are super excited for 
our first-ever appearance in 
the ICC T20 World Cup. It’s 
a great opportunity to com-
pete with the best teams in 
the world and showcase the 
talent we have in the Neth-
erlands,” she said, adding 
that the team hopes to inspire 
the next generation of crick-
eters back home. Placed in 
a challenging Group 1, the 
Netherlands will face India 
women’s team, Australia, 
South Africa, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh.

Bowling To Top Batters Like Klaasen And 
Shreyas Is Daunting, Says Krunal Pandya

Lucknow: Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru all-round-
er Krunal Pandya said the 
insane hitting power of mod-
ern day batters in the IPL is 
forcing the bowlers to evolve 
rapidly and add more variety 
to their craft to stay compet-
itive. Pandya has been wit-
nessing this transformation 
since 2016, and understands 
that the league has evolved 
into a high-intensity pow-
er driven spectacle. ”If you 
follow the IPL closely over 
the last 10 years, the striking 
ability of batters has changed 
drastically. Today, power-hit-
ting is constantly evolving. 
The new-age batters coming 
in have an insane ability to 
clear the ropes with ease,” 
Pandya said on JioStar. ”So 
as a bowler, I have realised 
that you have to add variety 
to your bowling arsenal. You 
must stay one step ahead of 
the batter. 

That is how bowling bounc-
ers and yorkers came into the 
process,” added Pandya, who 
has so far taken nine wickets 
this season and has crossed 
the century wicket mark 
overall in the IPL. Pandya, 
who had earlier played for 
Mumbai Indians and Luc-
know Super Giants, said he 

has managed to stay relevant 
in a competition tailor-made 
for batters, relying on bounc-
ers despite being a spinner. It 
was not that I suddenly woke 
up one day and started bowl-
ing bouncers as a spinner. It 
was a very well thought out 
plan, understanding what a 
bouncer does psychological-
ly to a batter. “Being a batter 
myself helps me think like 

a batter. I always try to stay 
one step ahead of the batter in 
terms of thought process and 
then focus on how to exe-
cute my skill,” he added. The 
35-year-old said bowling to 
quality batters like Heinrich 
Klaasen and Shreyas Iyer 
can be daunting but reading 
the situation and adapting to 
it helped him stay with them.  
“My approach depends on 

the situation. Sometimes I 
need to attack, other times I 
need to choke the runs. My 
main thought is always about 
bowling the best possible de-
livery for that moment. 

Heinrich Klaasen loves tak-
ing on spinners. Against bat-
ters like him, the better balls 
you bowl, the more dot balls 
you create, and the higher 
your chances of forcing a 

mistake. You can’t just keep 
attacking mindlessly. “Some-
times, when a dangerous bat-
ter is at the crease, you have 
to go for the wicket and take 
a risk. It all depends on the 
game situation,” he added. 
Pandya said against players 
like Iyer, who is comfortable 
against spin, his focus was 
on targeting their weaker 
scoring areas. “Shreyas Iyer 
is also a very good player of 
spin. Against quality batters 
like him, where the margin 
for error is small, my think-
ing is always the same: how 
can I make them hit to their 
weaker areas? “For example, 
if a batter scores easily over 
covers, how can I force him 
to hit over mid-wicket? If 
he likes to slog sweep, how 
can I make him hit over 
long off? That has been my 
game plan against most bat-
ters, including Shreyas,” 
he added. Pandya added 
that on small grounds like 
the Chinnaswamy Stadium 
where the margin for error 
is minimal, he preferred to 
take the boundary size out of 
his mind, focusing on deliv-
ering his best possible ball. 
“On grounds like Wankhede 
or Chinnaswamy, especially 
Chinnaswamy, are small. 

AIFF Asserts India Is Too Large A Market 
To Miss Out On World Cup Broadcasting

New Delhi: The All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) 
has expressed confidence 
that a broadcast deal for 
the FIFA World Cup 2026 
will be reached, despite the 
tournament being only 30 
days away with no con-
firmed platform for Indian 
viewers. While football fans 
across the country remain in 
the dark regarding where to 
watch the competition, AIFF 
Deputy General Secretary 
M Satyanarayan said that 
India’s market size makes it 
nearly impossible for FIFA 
or major broadcasters to ig-
nore. 

The current impasse is 
widely understood to be a 
result of a valuation gap be-
tween FIFA’s asking price 

And the bids submitted by 
Indian broadcast houses. Re-
ports suggest that while FIFA 
has lowered its initial expec-
tations, broadcasters remain 
hesitant to meet the current 
figures. ”We are very opti-
mistic that something will 
happen,” Satyanarayan told 
India Today. 

“Either FIFA may have 
to come down a bit, or the 
broadcasters bidding for it 
may have to go up a bit. I 
don’t think anyone will ig-
nore such a huge market like 
India.” Curious about which 
broadcasters are in the race 
for FIFA World Cup rights 
in India? We have got you 
covered. He noted that the 
commercial viability of the 
rights is likely being im-

pacted by the tournament’s 
logistics. With the 2026 edi-
tion hosted across the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico, 
the majority of matches will 
kick off during the early 
hours of the morning in In-
dia. ”Maybe one reason af-
fecting the bids is the match 
timings, since most games 
will be played late at night,” 
Satyanarayan observed. 
“That could be discouraging 
broadcasters from offering 
higher amounts. But I’m sure 
something will work out be-
cause we have many broad-
casters in the country who 
understand the potential of 
the World Cup.” Despite the 
looming deadline, the AIFF 
has clarified that it cannot 
intervene in the negotiations. 


